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Website: www.smrhoa.com
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Yoga: Nancy Bower 834-2187

SNAP phone and website:

Newsletter Editor

437-9556;

Alan Frankle, 395-8502

Spanish: Cynthia Clark 425-5848

www.sunrisesnap.org
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Water Aerobics
Joy Jensen 577-8208

Clubhouse reservations:

Publications Chair

Email or Call Kathie Flaherty,

Alan Frankle, 395-8502

mjensen@msn.com

389-8168
facilities_reservations@smrhoa.com

pubs@smrhoa.com
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President’s Remarks
Happy February! Okay it’s not quite February yet (as I write this), but things follow
a pattern and it’s going to happen. The Super Bowl is coming up and we are reminded
to tell the ones close to us that we love them this month. We also had our first board
meeting of the year and I can say SMR is in good hands with the new board members
that joined us as well as the veterans who returned.
The chairman of Neighborhood Watch, Jim McAlister, has had to resign his position
effective immediately. I want to thank Jim for all his work. He has been a great asset
to the board and to the community. Roger Wiswell has volunteered to become the interim chair until a permanent replacement can be
found.
This brings me to an ongoing request. Volunteers are always needed because members of the board or committee chairs have to leave
early due to personal or health reasons. Committee members also provide important and necessary tasks to the community. Please
volunteer for board positions or whatever committee you find interesting. Contact John Mitchell at nominating@smrhoa.com or Allen
Hile at volunteer@smrhoa.com. SMR NEEDS YOU!
Lastly, I have a message that seems to come up around the same time every year. I have received several
complaints from residents of people not picking up after their dogs. I find this a difficult subject to write about
because I can’t understand someone who thinks so little of their neighbors that you won’t pick up after your dog.
Leaving your dog droppings is a violation of our CC&Rs and Pima County law. We are looking into putting new
signs in the common areas to help remind everyone to scoop the poop. You may find more information about this
in Eloise’s landscaping article. As long as I’m talking about dogs, I want to remind you that you must walk your
dog on a leash.
The next board meeting is February 13th at 9:00 am in the clubhouse. Join us if you can!
Talk to you next month.
Scientists have created artificial vocal cords – the results speak for themselves.
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com
Ph: 520-744-8208
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Landscape
This is a wonderful and productive time of year for the Landscape Committee. The
weather is cool, the rain softens the ground to facilitate planting, and the intense heat
is months away. We value this time to bring in new plants and get them established
before the heat arrives. With the rains we can reduce water usage, and this month we
are turning off another water meter due to eliminating thirsty plants and replacing
them with drought tolerant desert flora.
You will see many changes in the Zone 5 area, particularly along Plaza de Toros,
Arroyo Vacio, and Trocha Alegre where we have removed many bushes and trimmed
trees and are in the process of tidying up the rocks to create a cleaner streetscape.
The larger rocks will be moved to complete the border along Trocha Alegre. Removing Texas Rangers not only eliminates the need for
irrigation and creates a more open appearance, it also improves visibility for passing vehicles. We aren’t putting in new plants yet, but
we are creating a fresh palette on which to work.
As usual. I must mention the weeds. We all have them and they are growing fast and wild. We are working to remove them in the
Common Areas, and we remind residents that we all must attend to weeding in our front yards. Many of the weeds you see around are
brittlebush, some are grass, and there are several varieties of mustard. But some of what looks weedy now, are wildflowers that can be
beautiful, including Arizona Bluebell. There are a few weed photos in the Gallery, identified by our Landscape Contractor, Darrin
Seidel.
A new but important reminder about Natural Gas: if you think you smell gas, don’t hesitate, call SW Gas at 877-860-6020. Don’t be
reluctant to call. SW Gas will come quickly to check on the smell and be sure there isn’t a gas leak and if there is, to fix it. They do not
charge to come out in response to a concern about a leak. You can find more information on the SW Gas website:
https://www.swgas.com/en/safety#awareness
The new SMR Directory will come out later in February and will include the maps of our Landscape Zones and the names of the Zone
Representatives.
But, in the meantime, you can find the maps of the Zones on the SMR Website:
http://www.smrhoa.com/Landscaping.html. These are our current Committee members and their zone assignments: Sue Triplett (Zone
1), Jan Leuenberger (Zone 2), Sue Cole (Zone 3), Janet Gething (Zone 4), Greg Adams (Zone 5), Wendy Malone (Zone 6), Sandy
Glasser (Zone 7), Dennis Nowik (Acting Zone 8), Elaine Mathas (Secretary and Summer back up for Zone 3), and Marc Adams (Summer
back up for several zones).
One parting thought: our landscape is not improved by the presence of dog feces, a.k.a. Poop. Just about everyone is terrifically
conscientious about picking up their dogs’ poop and carrying it back to their trash bins. But I am sorry to say that on a recent walk
through the neighborhood, plenty of poop was seen fresh and abandoned along the common area landscape and in residents’ front yards.
I regret to say that most of the poop was from domestic dogs, not the wild critters. We are going to be replacing our faded little signs
to remind people about their poop-pickup responsibility. But if you see someone leaving their dog’s poop behind, you might say: Hey,
did you forget something?
Have a lovely February. Happy Valentine’s Day. And, as always, please let me know if you have questions, concerns, or plants to
donate to the community.
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com

Recreation
Interested in learning how to play pickleball? An “Intro to Pickleball” clinic
will be held at the SMR courts on Saturday, February 15th at 9:00 AM. SMR
picklers will be playing from 8:00 – 9:00. Come any time during that period to
observe and become familiar with basic rules and techniques of the game. From
9:00 – 10:00 you will have an opportunity to participate in a clinic practicing
some pickleball skills. Bring your paddle or borrow a loaner. Please wear shoes
with non-marking soles, a cap and sunglasses. Hope to see you at the courts!
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This month we will highlight the Book Nook. We are fortunate here at SMR to have our very own private library located at the East
Pool. If you have not taken advantage of the Book Nook please check it out. Jill Ballesteros, Diane Sahler and Nancy Bower currently
maintain the Book Nook. Special thanks to them for their leadership.
The Book Nook is a free lending library for all of our neighbors in the SMR community. The Book Nook works on the honor system.
We welcome your donations and encourage you to borrow.
The Book Nook began in 2007 when residents Irene Naegle, Lu Salisbury and Jill Ballesteros met to plan a lending library for SMR.
Everyone in the community was invited to donate favorite books. The first cabinet was purchased, and resident Kathy Hood decorated
it with charming drawings and verses. The Book Nook has expanded to two cabinets located at the East Pool.
Please DONATE books you would like to share with your neighbors!
Please DO NOT DONATE the following items to the Book Nook: Old books, broken or crumbling or yellowing books outdated tax,
financial, fix it books, manuals, magazines or puzzles. These materials can be donated to Friends of the Pima County Public Library,
2230 N. Country Club Rd., Tucson, AZ 85716. Donation hours are Monday-Saturday 9 am to Noon. Phone number is 520-795-3763.
Website is www.PimaFriends.com
Any questions can be addressed to Jill Ballesteros at jillballestuc@gmail.com VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME!
For clubhouse reservations check the SMR calendar tab at smrhoa.com.
Lost and Found
Items left at the pool areas for more than a few days will be placed in a safe location. To retrieve items, contact Nancy Bower at 8342187.
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Architecture

Janet Pearce Foster
Architecture Chair

As most of you know, the Architecture Committee (AC) divides the
community into zones. For the benefit of new residents, the Zone
Representatives are your friendly AC contact for all questions relative to
property maintenance and construction. Below are listed the Architecture
Committee Zone Representatives for 2020. Please check your street and note
who your Zone Rep is for future reference.

Architecture Committee
Zone Representatives for 2020
Troche Alegra - Chuck Blacher
Arroyo Vacio
- Bob Cole
Plaza de Toros - Bob Cole
Pico del Monte - Jim Reeves
Paseo Penoso
- Jim Reeves
Placita de Tio
- Jim Reeves
Camino Ferreo
(south of mailboxes) - David Peterson
Camino Ferreo
(north of mailboxes) - Martin Alkin
Camino del Carrillo
- Ken Nelson
Vereda Rosada
- Larry Glasser
Via Colorada
- Carol Alkin
Loma del Bribon - Carol Alkin
The committee has been working to simplify items in the Architectural Design Reference (ADRs). The ADRs guide owners in learning
about the details and standards of our properties. Among the items this month, the subject of stem walls came up including care, repair,
replacement. If your property has stem walls, that is, concrete at ground level upwards of several feet with or without adobe on top,
February 2020
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and/or is a concrete retaining wall, the SMR color for these walls is Cliff Brown. Presently, some walls in the community are painted a
different color. If your stem wall is in good condition but is not painted Cliff Brown, it need not be repainted, Only, if/when the wall
requires repair and/or repainting need it be changed to the ADR standard of Cliff Brown.
A summary of updates to the ADRs will be published in March.
The annual drive-by survey will be completed by February 15th. The survey is street view only of the general character of properties.
The committee considers a short list of basic maintenance items such as the need for paint, or the repair of broken windows or screens.
You will be contacted only if there are items that need attention. Many thanks in advance for your help and cooperation.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair.Architecture Committee
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com

Roads
We anticipate a schedule from Ace Asphalt for the repaving of Pico del Monte,
Penoso West, and Upper Colorada soon. We’ll keep you informed on this project as
it develops.
Erosion of the SMR hillsides is a continual issue, with debris potentially
accumulating on the streets. We have worked in the past with a contractor to build
catch basis to prevent the sand and gravel reaching the roadway. This spring, we
will be cleaning out the catch basins at the bottom of the hills on Colorada and
Carrillo. This will give us several more years without debris on the streets.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
SPECIAL EVENT
Tuesday, February 11, 5:15-7:00
SMR Clubhouse
Happy Hour (Free drinks and appetizers)
Dessert Potluck (Bring something sweet to share)
Volunteer Recognition (Thank our SMR volunteers)
All SMR residents are invited!
JANUARY EVENT:
On Sunday afternoon, January 26th, we hosted the annual New Neighbors Event welcoming all those who purchased a home in our
wonderful neighborhood during 2019. The event was held at the Clubhouse and gave our new homeowners a chance to meet each other
and meet our SMR Board of Directors and Committee Chairs.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Tuesday, February 11th at 5:15, we will honor all our SMR volunteers with a Happy Hour, plus a Dessert Potluck. Hospitality will
provide all the drinks and appetizers and residents may bring their favorite desserts to share. All SMR residents are invited and
encouraged to join the celebration to recognize those who work hard to make this the best neighborhood in all of Fairfield!
Thursday, March 26th at 5:15, we will welcome Bruce Jacobs, COO and Executive VP of Title Security Agency. A University of
Arizona graduate, Bruce is a 30-year real estate veteran. Bruce has a vast knowledge of Arizona/Tucson real estate and he will talk to
us about the past, present, and future of Tucson and its real estate market, including our wonderful Fairfield neighborhood!
Tuesday, April 7th at 5:00, we will hold our annual BBQ! This is the fantastic event where we use the SMR Clubhouse and spill out
onto the pool deck for a picnic of burgers, hot dogs, potato salad, beans, beverages, and dessert for the small fee of $5.00 at the door.
We will have an experienced team of grill masters (Dennis Nowik and Bob Shaff) to BBQ the burgers and hot dogs. Bring your $5.00,
your appetite, and have fun!
February 2020
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Other Hospitality sponsored events:
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH HAPPY HOUR!!!
We are trying something new in 2020!
The first No-Host Happy Hour was a great success with over 60 people attending!
We hope you will join us on February 7th for the next Happy Hour from 5-7pm
Bring an appetizer to share and your own beverage.
A great way to gather with SMR neighbors!
Contact: Kathy & Peter Dannerbeck
kdannerbeck@gmail.com or call (520) 615-0466
(This will be a social time with no program. Cups, ice, napkins, and plates will be provided.)
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
hospitality@smrhoa

Nominating Committee
We are very pleased to report that Bob Shaff has accepted the important position of
Neighborhood Watch Chair. He replaces Roger Wiswell, who graciously served as
interim Chair after Jim McAlister resigned in December. Bob has served on the
Neighborhood Watch committee for a year, and we welcome him in taking over as
Chair.
The Neighborhood Watch committee performs many functions that make SMR a
welcoming and safe community. The committee greets new residents with a packet
that contains the resident Directory and information on SMR and its officers. Other
useful information included is the Harried Homeowner Helpers Booklet, a flyer on the SMR Library/Book-Nook, and a summary of the
Architecture Design Reference. A major safety function performed by the individual block leaders is the monitoring of post lamps to
ensure our streets and house fronts are well lit at night. They report any security issues and vandalism to the Pima county sheriff’s
department.
John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Neighborhood Watch
. SMR On-Street Parking Rules
The increased number of remodels underway in SMR is favorable for us all but they
have raised some parking issues that require our attention. A few reminders:
• Request your workers to park vehicles only on one side of the street and to offset
their vehicles so they are not exactly across from vehicles parked across the street.
• Parking on our curbs and sidewalks is expressly prohibited.
• As a general rule, all vehicles, including residents' cars, must be parked in your
garage or on your driveway
•

On-street parking is only allowed for brief periods of time such as for social events or commercial services.

•

Parking permits to leave vehicles on-street overnight or for longer periods of time to accomplish necessary work or for the
accommodation of guests may be obtained by contacting me at neighborhood@smr.hoa. If I am not available, please contact
one of our HOA Directors to obtain a permit.

•

On-street, Overnight Parking Permits for Contractors: These parking permits are coordinated by the Architecture
Committee. For contractor parking, please contact Janet Pearce Foster, Architecture Chair at architecture@smrhoa.com.
SMR’s parking rules are in place to allow free movement throughout SMR for our residents and to assist in maintaining access on our
roads for emergency vehicles, delivery vehicles, trash trucks, etc. Thank You for your cooperation in following them. In addition, thanks
February 2020
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for your patience and extra caution during this time. Let's keep in mind that we are all benefitting from the updating and remodeling of
our neighbors' homes.
Roger Wiswell

Volunteer Liaison
A reminder that the Hospitality Committee has scheduled the big Volunteer
Appreciation Celebration for February 11, 2020. This much anticipated event will
celebrate all those who selflessly have been contributing their time and talents to
perform all the operations necessary to keep make SMR such an exemplary
community. We will also, again, have our recruitment hat on during this event,
with the purpose of enticing other members of the Association, especially new
members, to become involved in (a) helping to keep SMR at the top of its game,
(b) achieving a sense of personal satisfaction from contributing to the community, and (c) having a certain amount of fun doing so. I
strongly urge Committee Chairs to encourage the members of their Committees to attend – we will make it worth everyone’s while to
attend. New SMR residents have already received their initial introduction to the SMR’s ethos of volunteerism during the very successful
afternoon reception in their honor on January 26.

To consider volunteering!SMR is managed and operated by an unpaid volunteer Board of Directors, assisted by volunteer committees
that focus on key aspects of the community -- Architecture, Landscape, Budget and Finance, Recreation, Roads, Hospitality, and
Neighborhood Watch. Relying on volunteers keeps our association dues low and makes sure the managers have a big stake in how
things are run. If you are looking to put your talents and energy to good use, to learn something new, to hone your skills and expertise,
while helping your neighbors and meeting new people,
Get involved!
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
February 2020

6

S

M

R

H

O

A

Database
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com
The SMR HOA Annual Homeowners Guide and Directory will be published in
February 2020.
Please review your information in the 2019 directory and send any changes or
corrections to database@smrhoa.com before Feb 15.
Changes and Updates
Norman and Becky Rebenstorf have moved to a new home in SMR.
New address is 4485 N Plaza de Toros (Other info in the 2019 directory is unchanged)
Alan Harris/Diana Engler
4180 N Camino de Carrillo
Alan: Ahhharris@comcast.net,
Diana: D_engler@comcast.net, cell 443-640-8996
Marc and Laura Blais
Marc: blais@us.ibm.com, cell 507-535-9714
Laura: laurab1176@msn.com, cell 904-553-4612

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org

Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP)provides a variety of programs to promote and support aging in place. Our vision
is to be known as a trusted resource for connecting older adults in our neighborhoods with beneficial programs to enhance their quality
of life. We serve the Craycroft, Sunrise, Kolk and River Rd area. Through a variety of programs, seniors can connect with their
neighbors and to services that support independent living.
Volunteers are the sustaining force of the Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP). Their helping hands and kind hearts
help our neighbors age in place in their homes. To learn how you can help support the SNAP program through volunteering call 520437-9556.
February 2020
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SAVE THE DATE- You won't want to miss the annual signature SNAP fundraiser. You are invited to tour some of the most beautiful
homes in the Sunrise communities during the 2020 HOME & GARDEN TOUR on April 5, 2020 from 1-4 PM. Ticket donation at the
door $ 15.00.
All proceeds benefit the SNAP program and support aging in place. Visit www.sunrisesnap.org or call the SNAP line at 520-4379556.
Rita Arancibia
Managing Director

Photo Gallery on Last Page
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Please Support Our Advertisers

Scotty’s
Airport Car & Home Watch Services
Departures, Arrivals, and While You’re Away;
Your Go-To Guy When You’re on the Go!
Long-Term
Home Watch
for Seasonal
Residents

Airport Car
Comfy & Clean
Private Travel
to All AZ Airports

Short-Term
Home Watch
for Vacation &
Business Travelers

Now in my 8th Year Serving SMR and Your Foothills Neighbors
scotty@scottycar.com

520-271-2110

www.scottycar.com

Scotty’s Car Service: Because You’re Going Places!
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Please Support our Advertisers
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Please Support Our Advertisers

TOP CASH PAID FOR
Sterling flatware and tea sets.
Paintings, lithographs, books, jewelry,
watches, military items, collections and
MUCH MORE.
Ron & Ruthie West
299-7844
444-4632
SMR residents since 2004
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
Below are some photos from the last month.
By SMR's Landscape Contractor and Poet of Nature, Darrin Seidel
Behold the plethora of species leaving our common areas bejeweled with growth. A wet fall & winter, brief freezes, heavy morning
dew, warm afternoons all get together to provide “perfect storm” conditions for heavy wildflower, and many invasive undesirables. We
are jumping on various outbreaks in all zones. So-far we are winning the campaign of fighting these outbreaks while simultaneously
working through zone 5, and gathering approved plantings and installing rock, boulders & plants for West pool enhancements. Carrillo
hill has been weeded & treated, Colorada entrance, hilltop, median, Ferreo islands, West pool exterior & interior, areas along Bribon
have been weeded & treated. Recent preemergent application will kick in moving forward in all streetscape areas, but weeds that were
in embryonic form when applied is what we are dealing with now.

London Rocket – edible

Mystery Weed???

Desert Anemone

Mouse Chickweed

Arizona Bluebell- Wild Flower
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New Residents’ Reception – Clubhouse January 26, 2020
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