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President’s Remarks
So! I am working in my back yard on the weed jungle that was created by the 5 drops
of rain that fell from the sky when I realized that this article was late. I’ll do my best.
A lot has happened this month to report to you.
There was a Volunteer Appreciation event at the clubhouse on February 11th. There
were a lot of people (almost the capacity of the building) that showed up. Allen Hile
introduced the committee chairs who recognized their members. All received
commemorative pens from Allen as a thank you to everyone. The Hospitality
committee supplied something to nibble on and drinks of all kinds. There was also a very nice dessert table that drew people like flies
to honey. It was a good time for all. Thank you everyone for your service to SMR. If you would like to volunteer to a committee or
you have interest being on the board contact Allen Hile at volunteer@smrhoa.com or John Mitchell at nominating@smrhoa.com. (We
want to share the fun with everyone!)
The new SMR directory should be out by the time you read this. It highlights the need to have your information up to date so we can
find you if something happens to your house while you are away. You can update your information by contacting Herb Burton at
database@smrhoa.com. I want to give a big thank you to Alan Frankle for preparing the directory as well as producing the monthly
SMR newsletter.
The architecture committee has produced a new Architectural Design Reference (ADR) for 2020. Most of the changes were made for
clarification purposes. The ADR will be included with the directory and also will be posted on the website – smrhoa.com. Take a look
at it if you are planning any outdoor construction or painting.
Neighborhood Watch has a new chairman, Bob Shaff. Bob has lived in SMR for about a year and has been to several events. We
appreciate that Bob accepted the position. I would also like to thank Roger Wiswell for taking over for a short time when Jim McAlister
had to leave the position and for acclimating Bob to the responsibilities of the job.
The next board meeting is on Thursday March 12th at 9:00 am at the clubhouse. Join us if you can.
That’s it for this month, now back to the weeds.
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com
Ph: 520-744-8208
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Landscape
We are all continuing the Battle of the Weeds. Darrin and his team have been busy
all over the Common Areas in our neighborhood pulling the larger weeds and
spraying small patches using a backpack with weed killer. We do not use large scale,
widespread spraying to avoid unintentionally harming our cacti, agaves, and other
desert plants. This is also a chance to enjoy the early blossoming of wildflowers.
Take note now of the items in your garden to learn which “weeds” turned out to be
penstemon, Mexican Gold Poppies, or Arizona bluebells, all of which have lovely
flowers. And which weeds are still just weeds, like tobacco or crabgrass. When the
wildflower blooms wilt, you can collect the seeds and scatter them in your backyard
for next year and remove the spent plants.
We have begun work in Zone 6, which includes Pico del Monte, Sendero Chico, and the upper west side of Colorada. Part of this work
will include thinning out the plants in the Common Area and replacing plants that are not thriving. In the course of the work in the
Common Area along Pico, we were dismayed to discover construction debris, including concrete chunks, which had been thrown in
among our bushes and plants. We remind all homeowners that no one is permitted to put anything into the common areas, whether it’s
trash or dead plants, or concrete. We are all responsible for telling our contractors and workers not to dispose of anything in the Common
Areas. If your contractor leaves waste in the Common Area, you are required to remove it and to pay for any damage to the Common
Area. We have reports of contractors claiming that the homeowner told them it was “alright” to discard construction waste in the
Common Area. Not so. We suggest that all homeowners explain and emphasize that the contractor or other worker must remove all
debris of any kind and dispose of it off the SMR property. If you observe anyone discarding debris in a Common Area, please let me
know. And you can let the contractor, or your neighbor know that this is not permitted in our community. We appreciate your support
and cooperation.
As March rolls along, the temperatures will rise, and the rain will decrease. That will mean turning on our irrigation again. It is
recommended that you first run your irrigation while you are home to be sure it is working properly and hasn’t developed a leak over
the winter. If you see water spurting from an irrigation line on someone else’s property, please let your neighbor or the Landscape
Committee know. We all appreciate being alerted to leaks in our yards or in the Common Areas.
This is, of course, a splendid time of year here in Tucson. Enjoy the longer days and brighter sun, the early blooming cacti and the
ephemeral wildflowers. Cool mornings, warm days, outdoor dining. Spring.
Thank you to the several neighbors who donated plants and rocks for use in our Common Areas. We really appreciate your generosity.
As always, please let me know if you have questions, concerns, or plants to donate to the community.
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com

Recreation
BRIDGE LESSONS
We have the opportunity to start Bridge lessons for beginners and for those who have
played but not kept up with the new conventions used in the bidding process. The
lessons would start mid to late March and be held at the SMR clubhouse. There is no
charge. Please contact Pete Read at peterkread@gmail.com or 520-615-8545 if you
are interested in additional information or would like to sign up for the classes.
PICKLE BALL
An Intro to Pickleball Clinic was organized for Saturday February 15th by Pat
Frankle. Fifteen new pickleball players attended! Many thanks to our experienced players that helped run the clinic sharing their skills
and encouraging players. Enthusiasm ran high and many participants have returned to the courts to play since the clinic. Just a reminder
that open scheduled times are Tuesday 2:00-4:00, Thursday 8:30-10:30 and Saturday 8:30-10:30. All are welcome. Pickleball continues
to become more popular and is an excellent form of exercise with ALL levels of play available. We have great pickleball courts. Please
use them and remember we have lights for night play, too.
POOLS and SPAS
The east pool and spa and the west spa are open and warm. The west pool will have the heat turned back on March 1.
CLUBHOUSE
March 2020
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Please check the clubhouse calendar at smrhoa.com to see if the date you are looking to book is available before contacting Kathie
Flaherty at facilities_reservations@smrhoa.com.
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Architecture
First, thank you to those person or persons who contacted the board president
regarding the content of this column. While Architecture does not hold a
monopoly on the newsletter’s positive comments last month, it is satisfying to
Janet Pearce Foster know that what is written is well considered and isn't disappearing into the
ether. You know who you are (though I do not) and so again, my thanks.
Architecture Chair
More good news: this year’s update to the Architectural Design Reference
(ADR) has a minimum of items. Basically, the changes are fine points on
colors and sheen (gloss). Additionally, in an effort to help residents use the
Paint Color Chart more easily, we organized the ADR so that all paint color info appears on one page that can be copied or removed
and kept handy for reference. Important additions to note are reference to both the Landscape Committee guidelines and the Pima
County website for info about draining pools/spas and other water features. Instead of bulking up the ADR by reprinting these
guidelines, hyperlinks are included in the 2020 ADR. Should anyone need help in viewing these online, please contact me.
Two persistent issues related to architectural construction activity in the community are 1) the parking of construction vehicles on
sidewalks\curbs and/or blocking fair passage on streets and 2) the prohibited storage or discarding of construction materials on
SMR common areas. The Architecture Committee makes every attempt to help residents with their projects and the community
appreciates the same in respecting our common property. Please remember that contractors have guidelines which are clearly outlined
in the ADR and it is the owner’s responsibility to inform their vendors and enforce these rules. If you anticipate difficulty in
following these rules or have any questions regarding them, or any other aspect of a construction project, please contact me, your Zone
Representative or another member of the Architecture Committee.
Meanwhile, Zone Representatives have completed the annual walkabout compliance survey. Thanks to all for your cooperation.
Looking towards spring,
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair.Architecture Committee
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com

Roads
The project to repave Paseo Penoso, Pico del Monte, and upper Colorada is halfway finished. Paseo Penoso and Pico del Monte are now completely repaved and
open. The work went exceptionally well, thanks to the cooperation of the residents
on these streets. We had no problems or issues and the paving crew told me that
they rarely get the cooperation that they experienced with this job. Many thanks to
all of you.
We owe special thanks to Mont Murray, a member of the Roads committee with vast
experience in road construction. He provided an independent assessment of the work that Ace Asphalt was doing and corrected several
potential problems, such grading on Penoso that would have allowed water to collect on the road. We are indebted to him.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

March 2020

3

S

M

R

H

O

A

Hospitality Committee
SMR SPECIAL EVENT
Bruce Jacobs: Tucson Real Estate – The Present and a Future Outlook
Thursday, March 26th from 5:15 to 7:00
Sunrise Mountain Ridge Clubhouse
Tuesday, February 11th Hospitality hosted a Happy Hour and Dessert Potluck
at the Clubhouse. The 80+ people that attended (a very full house!) enjoyed a
fabulous array of delicious desserts and snacks, and, helped honor the many
residents who volunteer for SMR in so many capacities. Allen Hile did a great
job hosting the event that included handing out pens inscribed with “Sunrise Mountain Ridge, Volunteers Make Us Better,” and bags of
Valentine chocolates. Thanks to Allen, and to the Directors and Committee Heads, and to all our wonderful Volunteers…you do indeed
make us better!
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Thursday, March 26th at 5:15, we will welcome Bruce Jacobs, COO and Executive VP of Title Security Agency. A University of
Arizona graduate, Bruce is a 30-year real estate veteran. Bruce has a vast knowledge of Arizona/Tucson real estate and he will talk to
us about what’s going on with real estate in Tucson and surrounding areas, and an overview of the Tucson economy, jobs, and
projects around town with an emphasis on Downtown. We might even get him to touch on our wonderful Fairfield
neighborhood!
Tuesday, April 7th at 5:00, we will hold our annual BBQ! This is the fantastic event where we use the SMR Clubhouse and spill out
onto the pool deck for a picnic of burgers, hot dogs, potato salad, beans, beverages, and dessert for the small fee of $5.00 at the door.
We will have an experienced team of grill masters (Dennis Nowik and Bob Shaff) to BBQ the burgers and hot dogs. Bring your $5.00,
your appetite, and have fun!
Other Hospitality sponsored events:
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH HAPPY HOUR!!!
Our new Happy Hour has been a great success! We had 60 people
attend in January and over 50 attended in February!
We hope you will join us on Friday, March 6th for the next Happy Hour from 5-7pm
Bring an appetizer to share and your own beverage.
Suggestion...if your beverage is not to share please put your name on your bottle!
A great way to gather with SMR neighbors!
Contact: Kathy & Peter Dannerbeck
kdannerbeck@gmail.com or call (520) 615-0466
(This will be a social time with no program. Cups, ice, napkins, and plates will be provided.)
Come! Bring an appetizer and your own beverages and get to know your fellow SMR neighbors!
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
hospitality@smrhoa

Nominating Committee
The Nomination Committee continues to seek additional candidates for positions on
the Board. Additionally, we continue to encourage residents to join committees and
participate in their activities. We know that SMR is a desirable place to live mainly
because of the volunteer efforts of our officers and committee members that ensure
that our community is well run and attractive.

John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992
March 2020
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Neighborhood Watch
My thanks to Jim McCalister for chairing the Neighborhood Watch committee for
the past two years. Jim was the person who welcomed me and Lynda to the SMR
neighborhood just over a year ago, and, gave me an example of how to do the job
well. Jim, we all wish you well for the future.
Also, my thanks to Roger and Carmen Wiswell for taking the interim position as
Neighborhood Watch Chair. Their experience has been very helpful to me in
assuming the Chair position. Thank you, Roger and Carmen!!
Introductory meetings for the SMR Block Captains were held during the third week
in February. The purpose of these meetings was to introduce myself to the current Block Captains and to listen to their ideas on what
works well in our Neighborhood Watch Program, and what actions we might take to enhance the value of Neighborhood Watch to our
SMR neighbors. You can expect to hear from your Block Captain in the near future. In the interim, please refer to the revised listing
of all the Block Captains, and the streets they are responsible for, in this newsletter. You should know your Block Captain, and how to
reach
him/her
easily.

March 2020
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Volunteer Liaison
The Hospitality Committee had a great turnout for the big Volunteer Appreciation
Celebration for February 11, 2020. This much anticipated event celebrated all
those who selflessly have been contributing their time and talents to perform all
the operations necessary to keep make SMR such an exemplary community. The
generosity of these volunteers help keep SMR at the top of its game, and provide
a sense of personal satisfaction from contributing to the community, while having
a great fun doing so.

To consider volunteering! SMR is managed and operated by an unpaid volunteer Board of Directors, assisted by volunteer committees
that focus on key aspects of the community -- Architecture, Landscape, Budget and Finance, Recreation, Roads, Hospitality, and
Neighborhood Watch. Relying on volunteers keeps our association dues low and makes sure the managers have a big stake in how
things are run. If you are looking to put your talents and energy to good use, to learn something new, to hone your skills and expertise,
while helping your neighbors and meeting new people.
Get involved!
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile, Chair Volunteer Liaison
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Database
Please check your listing in the new directory and let me know if your info needs
updating.
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.
Scooter for Sale: Easy Light Deluxe - 54 lbs.; 22 inches wide. See http://www.discovermymobility.com/store/scooters/summitscooters/easy-light-deluxe-scooter/index.html for additional information. Purchase price: $1855 which included scooter, two
additional lithium battery packs; two baskets; cup holder; umbrella. Receipt available. Never used! Asking $1000.00. Call Janet:
299-4779

Adopt – A – Road Spring Event
Saturday, March 28 from 8:00 – 10:00 AM will start the Fairfield spring roadside cleanup effort. New participants are
always welcome to come help clear trash from sections of Tanuri and Velasquez and the washes along Colorada and Tanuri.
Please wear sturdy shoes and gloves. Safety vests and trash bags are provided. Contact patfrankle799@gmail.com if you can
participate. Hope to see YOU at the corner of Tanuri and Velasquez on March 28th!
th
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Rita Arancibia
Managing Director
March 2020
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Please Support Our Advertisers

Scotty’s
Airport Car & Home Watch Services
Departures, Arrivals, and While You’re Away;
Your Go-To Guy When You’re on the Go!
Long-Term
Home Watch
for Seasonal
Residents

Airport Car
Comfy & Clean
Private Travel
to All AZ Airports

Short-Term
Home Watch
for Vacation &
Business Travelers

Now in my 8th Year Serving SMR and Your Foothills Neighbors
scotty@scottycar.com

520-271-2110

www.scottycar.com

Scotty’s Car Service: Because You’re Going Places!

March 2020
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Please Support our Advertisers
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Please Support Our Advertisers

TOP CASH PAID FOR
Sterling flatware and tea sets.
Paintings, lithographs, books, jewelry,
watches, military items, collections and
MUCH MORE.
Ron & Ruthie West
299-7844
444-4632
SMR residents since 2004
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
This month features some of SMR’s social activities.

The Volunteer Appreciation Dessert Social

YUMMEEEEEEEE!!!

Thanks to Allen Hile for the Pens and Chocolate!

Potluck Birthday

Dick Grisham
March 2020
12

S

M

R

H

O

A

Pickleball Clinic

The Lineup

Ready to receive the serve

The Serve

Joy Greenberg giving tips
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