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President’s Remarks
This is not the original idea I had for this article earlier this month. Usually I write
about what the board has discussed in the latest meeting, issues I have discussed with
residents or the weather and weeds or dog “doody”.
We were still kidding about the corona virus and the overblown news coverage. This
was on March 12th. By March 16th information started coming in from the
government about steps that were being taken to curb the spread of the virus.
The board started working on steps that we could take to help protect the residents of
SMR. The first questions that were asked was if we should close the clubhouse to
events and the general consensus was to leave them open. Then data started coming in from the government as to the maximum number
of people that should be in an enclosed place at one time, starting at 250… then 50… then 10. Each time the new information came in
another round of emails went around the board to try to figure out how to best protect the residents based on the latest news about the
virus. Eventually, the precaution guidelines stabilized, and we began to get a clearer picture of what our responsibility to you should
be. Recreation (Jay Flaherty) and Hospitality (Marc and Leslie Adams) decided to close the clubhouse for SMR sponsored events for a
while. A determination as to when to re-open the clubhouse will be made when new information about the virus allows us to do so and
we will give you that information using email notification. All this information was put together by Eloise Gore (Landscaping), posted
by our Secretary (Barbara Carbajal) in the mailbox bulletin boards, and sent to you by Herb Burton via email. So, as you can see this
was truly a SMR board collaborative effort. I want to give a big THANK YOU to all these people and the entire board for continuing
to perform their duties as well as getting this information to our community.
There is a link on the front page of the SMR website (smrhoa.com) that you can use to check on the latest information about the corona
virus.
Since I am writing this approximately a week before you will be reading it, the whole complexion of the situation may have changed
(hopefully for the better).
The main thing to remember is we are all in this together and we will get through it.
I am not sure how the board is going to conduct the April board meeting, but I will let you know as we get closer to the date.
Talk to you next month!
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com
Ph: 520-744-8208
April 2020
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Landscape
I look back at the March Newsletter article, written just four weeks ago. I am struck
first at what has not changed. We are still battling weeds, still experiencing rain, and
still enjoying wildflowers. And, regrettably, we have found additional places where
contractors have deposited concrete, dry wall, paint, and other construction debris in
the common areas near the homes in which they are working. Sad to say, there’s
even more dog feces in evidence, both in common areas and on neighbors’ lawns.
But those matters seem rather minor now in comparison to the pandemic we are
battling here and throughout the world.
So, this month, let’s focus on the beauty around us. Now, in addition to the waning
but still lovely wildflowers, we have the beginning of the cactus blossoms. Mammillaria with their sweet little buds, hedgehogs with
their bold blossoms that seem bigger than the plant itself, and soon the prickly pear flowers will open. Recently we witnessed a double
rainbow after an all-day rainstorm. That was encouraging and inspiring.
There’s beauty in our neighbors, too. Many of us are hunkering down to avoid unnecessary exposure to the virus, and sadly we had to
cancel our SMR social events. But this gives us time to garden. (A chance to pull those weeds!) And we can walk in the neighborhood,
keeping a safe social distance, but still smiling and waving at each other. Chatting although six feet apart. Many folks are reaching out
to help neighbors who don’t want to risk going to the store or pharmacy.
Our landscape contractor, Darrin, and his team are still working on our landscape. They are trying to keep up with the weeds, which is
a struggle with all the rain. They try to pull as many as they can by hand, but they do use chemical weed killer on the most resistant
specimens. I have been asked about non-chemical options, like vinegar mixed with salt and water. Darrin says this can be effective on
fine weeds and grasses when the weather is hot and dry, but the effect is short lived. Some weeds will eat up the salt and water sprayed
on them. Broadleaf and large leaf weeds are hard to kill without using chemicals. My experience in my own yard is to try to pull some
weeds every day and then devote an hour or more once a week for a more thorough removal. I try to keep my front yard as weed free
as I can (as our rules require), but in my backyard, I let the unfamiliar items grow a bit to see how they flower.
As we all go through this difficult, often frightening, time, let’s try to enjoy as much of the springtime beauty around us as we can. I
feel we are still so very fortunate to be here. I hope we can all get through this challenge with nothing worse than some inconvenience.
If you want to chat, about landscape or anything else, please reach out. We will support each other.
Good health to all.
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com

Recreation
The Book Nook will be closed until further notice. This is to align with Pima County
public libraries and to eliminate handling of existing and newly donated books.
Please note: The Book Nook will not be accepting any book donations during this
closure.
The pools and spas remain open. Residents and guests are reminded to shower before
entering a pool or spa. This will help us maintain the cleanliness and chemical
balance of our water. We do not anticipate having to close the pools/spas during the
Coronavirus pandemic unless ordered otherwise by Pima County or the State of
Arizona. We test the water three days per week to insure proper chemical balance.
We work closely with the Pima County health department on water safety. Social distancing also applies when you are at a pool/spa
facility, in the water or out. Residents and guests are encouraged to bring their own wipes/hand sanitizers when using the facilities. We
will monitor the number of people using the pool facilities at any one time to keep within the 10 permitted to congregate in Arizona.
The tennis/pickle ball court has been receiving heavy use. Practicing social distancing also applies to anyone engaging in tennis/pickle
ball. Remember, no more than 10 people can congregate in Arizona. Please comply. As a courtesy to fellow residents please bring your
own hand sanitizers/wipes when using the court.
Clubhouse activities will be limited to no more than 10 people.
Recreation Chair
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty
April 2020
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Architecture
Seems it is time for re-roofing. Perhaps because of the upcoming monsoon
season, there have been several recent inquiries about roof tiles, specifically
whether the tile material can be cement. The SMR standard is clay tile which
Janet Pearce Foster
must match the color of the original. At this 30+ -year mark of Sunrise
Mountain Ridge, a number of houses require larger renovation/replacement
Architecture Chair
projects such as roof replacement, corbel repair and new windows and doors.
In planning for construction, please consult the ADR for guidance on
choosing materials. For instance, replacement windows must match the
bronze of the original. If, after consulting the ADR, you are still in doubt please contact the Architecture Committee. All residents
benefit when our properties are maintained and improved using the SMR standards and the Architecture Committee exists to support
these efforts in every way possible.
Next, but certainly not least, and I greatly dislike having to come down like this, the Landscape Committee has discovered construction
debris in common areas. In one case, a contractor dug a hole to hide concrete by burying instead of taking it away. There is no
circumstance where this is acceptable. The situation is at the point that the Board of Directors is recommending placing a $500 bond
requirement on contractors for all resident construction. Please, do not let a few contractors’ unprofessional ethic force SMR to do
this. We all value our own properties and the community expects the same respect for the common areas. Remember, the SMR common
areas are our private parks and green spaces which, in the end, we all pay to keep cleaned, cleared and beautiful. Guidelines for
contractors can be found in the Contractor’s Checklist on the Architecture link at smrhoa.com and I urge all residents who undertake
any and all project work to print the checklist then review it with and copy all your vendors.
Hoping everyone stays healthy through this wild and crazy time,
REMINDER: If you plan to sell your SMR home, a Resale Inspection is required by Arizona law. Contact resale@smrhoa.com
or phone Angie Perryman at 520-615-4074 before putting your house on market.
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair, Architecture Committee
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com

Roads
The project to repave Paseo Penoso, Pico del Monte, and upper Colorada is halfway finished. Paseo Penoso and Pico del Monte are now completely repaved and
open. The work went exceptionally well, thanks to the cooperation of the residents
on these streets. We had no problems or issues and the paving crew told me that
they rarely get the cooperation that they experienced with this job. Many thanks to
all of you.
We owe special thanks to Mont Murray, a member of the Roads committee with vast
experience in road construction. He provided an independent assessment of the work that Ace Asphalt was doing and corrected several
potential problems, such as grading on Penoso that would have allowed water to collect on the road. We are indebted to him.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
We are very sorry to cancel our March and April events, especially the
popular barbeque. Best wishes for a healthy, relaxing break until we can
gather again.
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
hospitality@smrhoa

April 2020
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Nominating Committee
The Nomination Committee continues to seek additional candidates for positions on
the Board. Additionally, we continue to encourage residents to join committees and
participate in their activities. We know that SMR is a desirable place to live mainly
because of the volunteer efforts of our officers and committee members that ensure
that our community is well run and attractive.

John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Neighborhood Watch
Neighbors...during this disruptive time, Neighborhood Watch is reaching out to our
SMR neighbors through your assigned Block Captain. Each Block Captain is trying
to connect with each neighbor on their block...in person, by phone, or by personal
note...asking how they are doing and if they need any help with groceries or needed
supplies. At times like these, it feels like now is an important time to stay strong
and stay together.
The Block Captain Contact Listing is available
at http://www.smrhoa.com/NW%20Committee%20022120%20(CURRENT).pdf.
RENTERS...this is FOR YOU: The SMR HOA wants to get to know you!! If you
are renting a property in our remarkable SMR neighborhood, please download the "Resident Information and Emergency Contact Form",
available on the SMR website at www.SMRHOA.com. Please complete this form and return by mail to the HOA address on the form,
or by email to database@smrhoa.com. I'm asking for this information so that you can be informed and participate in of all the wonderful
SMR activities that occur every month, and so that we can contact you in case of an emergency. If our HOA doesn't know who you are
or how to connect with you, it's like you would be living in any other neighborhood that isn't as special as SMR. Please help us continue
to be a special place in Tucson.
For our SMR "snowbirds"...as you prepare to depart for cooler climates in April and May, please make sure that:
•

Your post lights are working and that the light bulbs are fresh or are LEDs

•

You give a house key to your neighbor

•

Your Block Captain knows your departure and return dates and has your current contact information in case of an emergency

•

If you are renting your home during the summer, let your Block Captain know the contact information for your renters

•

We welcome Jacob and Alexandra Martin to the SMR Neighborhood!! They are renting at 6750 E Paseo Penoso, and just
moved in over the March 20th weekend. Jacob owns Salient Digital, a website design company. Alexandra is a practicing
dentist who owns Ventana Dental, nearby on the corner of Territory and Kolb. Welcome, Jacob and Alexandra!!

Bob Shaff, Chair Neighborhood Watch

Volunteer Liaison
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at
VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile, Chair Volunteer Liaison

April 2020
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Database
Please check your listing in the new directory and let me know if your info needs
updating.
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com
Welcome to SMR
Kevin and Cindy Morrissey
4516 N Trocha Alegre
Cell: 520-260-0459; kevin@mwmorrissey.com
Terence McNulty
4321 N. Camino de Carrillo
529-3355, cell:520-603-3634; tomacon1@aol.com
Mitch Canin
4350 N Camino Ferreo
cell 520-907-6526; Canin.mitch@gmail.com;
Changes and Updates
Lynne K McGee
4381 N Camino Ferreo
cell: 561-379-3881; lkm3881@gmail.com

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.

SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org
Check out this link.
https://tucson.com/news/local/in-time-of-isolation-tucson-volunteers-check-in-on-older/article_fad7b11b-54b0-58e9-8505cd04bbfc20d3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
Rita Arancibia
Managing Director

April 2020
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Please Support Our Advertisers

Scotty’s
Airport Car & Home Watch Services
Departures, Arrivals, and While You’re Away;
Your Go-To Guy When You’re on the Go!
Long-Term
Home Watch
for Seasonal
Residents

Airport Car
Comfy & Clean
Private Travel
to All AZ Airports

Short-Term
Home Watch
for Vacation &
Business Travelers

Now in my 8th Year Serving SMR and Your Foothills Neighbors
scotty@scottycar.com

520-271-2110

www.scottycar.com

Scotty’s Car Service: Because You’re Going Places!

April 2020
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Please Support our Advertisers
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Please Support Our Advertisers

TOP CASH PAID FOR
Sterling flatware and tea sets.
Paintings, lithographs, books, jewelry,
watches, military items, collections and
MUCH MORE.
Ron & Ruthie West
299-7844
444-4632
SMR residents since 2004

April 2020
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
This month features some of SMR’s Spring flowers taken by Darrin and wildlife taken by Bob Steiger.
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