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Newsletter Editor
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Clubhouse reservations:
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Beginning in July the SMR newsletter will only be available on line at www.smrhoa.com.
The May and June newsletters will be mailed to residents that currently request a hard copy. In
July those residents will receive a message in the mail to remind them that the newsletter is
available on line. The newsletter is available on the website the 1st of every month.

President’s Remarks
Hi, here we are again heading into May. I must have blinked because it seems we
jumped over spring and have arrived at the beginning of summer. I seem to say this
every year since I moved to Tucson, but fortunately we still have pleasant evenings
and beautiful night views to enjoy.
I appreciate the opportunity to speak to all of you in the community through this
newsletter and have some news that will change the delivery method to a few of our
residents. Beginning with the July issue the newsletter will be available only on the
SMR website (smrhoa.com). This won’t make a difference to most of you because you are already reading or printing the newsletter
from the website. There will be a banner somewhere in the newsletter (probably at the top of this page) reminding you that the newsletter
will go electronic beginning in July. The banner will also be on the June newsletter and then in July those who have been receiving the
newsletter by mail will receive a message in the mail reminding them that the newsletter is now available only on the website. The
newsletter is available on the website on the 1st of each month.
The board recognizes that there are a very small number of residents that do not have a computer or a tablet and in that case you can call
a board member and request a copy and we will get it to you. You can also ask a neighbor if they would print if for you.
Some of the benefits to moving the newsletter online are that we are not limited to a printed length and can add content such as photos,
short videos, recipes, etc. Online publishing also has the added benefit of the information being timely and more relevant. Currently
the board members should have their articles into publications by the 20th of the month (I rarely hit that deadline and Alan Frankle, our
publisher, has to remind me to get it in). Now with online publication there can be less of a delay between the article due date and
publication of the article making the information fresher.
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Kathleen Flaherty, who is SMR's Database Manager is leaving the position due to changes in her work assignment and
schedule. Kathleen was responsible for updating and maintaining our community database as well as keeping us informed of fast
changing situations using emergency email (e-blast). Thank you for your service to the board and the community.
Fortunately, Herb Burton has volunteered to fill the Database Manager position.
Thank you Kathleen and Herb.
Another change the board is making is that the board meetings are moving to the second Thursday of the month and starting at 9:00 am.
This month the meeting is on May 9th. Join us if you can.
The latest survey shows that 3 out of 4 people make up 75% of the population.
Talk to you next month.
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com
Ph: 520-744-8208

Landscape
April ends with the fading of the stellar wildflowers and the continuing dazzling
display of cactus flowers, yucca blooms and agave stalks. May promises to be hot
and beautiful. For all of us it’s time to remove the spent wildflowers. When the
blooms are over, please remove them from your front yards. And, as the weather
heats up and we are irrigating again, please look out for leaks in your irrigation lines.
Our local critters are thirsty, and they can bite through the lines causing potentially
costly leaks. Landscape heartily thanks the neighbors who have called or emailed to
alert us to leaks around the community, especially in the Common Areas. As neighbors depart for cooler destinations, those of us
remaining here can watch out for leaks and notify our neighbors to address the leakage. If you see water running or spurting, you can
notify Landscape@SMRHOA.com, and we will try to alleviate the problem or at least let the resident know what’s happening.
A reminder about waste: some contractors working for residents are dumping debris from their projects into the Common Areas. All
debris must be removed by the contractor, landscaper, or resident, including “green” waste, such as tree trimmings. No debris or trash
of any kind may be discarded into the Common Areas. Please be sure your contractor or landscaper is aware and abides by the rules
because you, as the resident, are responsible.
For residents who depart for the summer months, please remember to arrange for someone to look after your yard while you are gone.
As the monsoon rains come, the weeds will mount up again, and it’s required that you have someone remove them. It’s also
recommended to have someone checking for irrigation leaks, fallen branches, or any other type of landscape mishap. Also important,
please be sure the HOA has your contact information, including a working email address and a telephone number or email for an
emergency contact. We hope there will be no need to bother you while you are away, but in the event of a problem, we need to be able
to get in touch quickly.
We have received two very good questions recently: 1) how to dispose of “green” debris (trimmings, clippings, small branches, weeds,
etc.) in a green way; and 2) are there any “green” alternatives to chemical weed killers. For the first question, you may dispose of
landscape waste in your own regular trash container as long as it all fits in the bin. A “greener” alternative is to take it to one of the
landfills that specialize in disposing of green waste, such as Tank’s: http://www.thefairfaxcompanies.com/recycle-and-landfill-services/.
If anyone is aware of other better or less expensive options, please let me know. Please remember that no one except Infinity Earthworks
is permitted to dispose of anything in the roll-off container near the east pool.
Darrin Seidel, President of Infinity Earthworks (our SMR landscape contractor), has several suggestions in response to the second
question.
Best method: Hand pulling weeds when discovered, while small and forming, before they flower and drop seed making more
weeds.
Apply pre-emergent products before the weeds appear and when there is rainfall to activate the product. This will minimize
germination of existing weed seeds.
As an alternative to glyphosate (Roundup), research the type of weeds you have. Are they Monocots (mostly grasses) or Dicots
(broadleaf plants)? Some products are more effective on weedy grasses, and others are more effective on broadleaf weeds.
Diquat is an active ingredient of an Herbicide alternative to Glyphosate. It causes most weeds grasses to burn and die. For
example, “Ortho Groundclear” contains Diquat.
Another option, “Avenger Organic Herbicide” is made of D-Limonene, an extract of Oranges and Lemons. It causes weeds &
grasses to dehydrate and die.
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You can also try homemade vinegar, 20% to a gallon, mild dish soap, and table salt. Spray the weeds at the hottest time of
day.
In general: Read all product labels before use; test the product in a small area to see how it works before using it broadly; and
consider the effect on children, pets, and wildlife before use.
I want to welcome one new fulltime member of the Landscape Committee, Greg Adams, and to thank five part-time members who
have volunteered to help out on the Committee over the summer: Marc Adams, Cynthia Clark, Allen Hile, Dennis Nowik, and Mary
Nowik. Thank you all and welcome.
If you have questions or comments (or would like to donate plants to the community), you can reach me at Landscape@SMRHOA.com.
Eloise Gore, Landscape Committee Chair

Recreation
Both the East and West pools and spas experienced heavy use during the Spring
Break and Easter holiday. All systems are operational with no major issues. The new
solar heating system at the East pool has been operating flawlessly. I will report on
the savings we are achieving next month when we get the April Southwest Energy
bill.
Children under the age of 14 are still being observed in the spas. Our HOA rules
stipulate no one under the age of 14 is permitted in the spas. Please make sure guests
are aware of this rule.
A question arose about pool swim lanes and how they are defined. The swim lanes are identified by the black
line at the bottom of the pool. Swimmers should be directly over the black line when swimming laps. Staying
in your lane when swimming laps means swimming above the black line at the bottom of the pool not between
them.
Estimates are being gathered for pool deck repair and recoating. The work will most likely take place in
June/July. When the East pool deck is repaired it will require closing the pool and spa for 10 days. The West
pool and spa will close for 7 days. We will complete the East work first. One pool and spa will be open during
the work. More to come when the work dates are finalized.
You may notice two new SMRHOA pickle ball nets at the court. They will offer a more robust and true playing experience and will be
more durable for the heavy use the courts have experienced as pickle ball has grown in popularity (not to mention our Tucson weather
extremes). The windscreens are wearing so replacement will begin to take place. We will replace them with 9-foot screens in phases. A
new deadbolt keylock to replace the padlock at the tennis court gate will be installed in the near future.
Please continue to use reservemycourt.com for Tennis/Pickleball reservations.
Clubhouse reservation requests should be directed to Kathie Flaherty at flahertys@verizon.net.
You can reach me by phone at 805-558-2704 or email at recreation@smrhoa.com
Jay

Architecture
As of the April 9th Board Meeting, I was appointed the Architecture Committee
Chairperson. I want to thank outgoing Chair, Ken Smith, for doing an excellent
job of organizing and leading the Committee over the years. Going forward, the
Committee will still conduct periodic reviews of Sunrise Mountain Ridge as
Larry Glasser
required by the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&R’s) to identify
maintenance items that need attention. We will contact the Homeowner in
Architecture Chair
person, by phone or leave a voice mail discussing the maintenance needed and
ask them to please have the issue addressed. If we cannot speak to the
homeowner in person, or by phone, then, in addition to the voicemail, we will
send them an email or letter describing what needs to be accomplished. We want to make this first contact as friendly and nonconfrontational as possible. Please realize that this is a reminder of maintenance that the homeowner is responsible for. By doing these
maintenance items, you are doing your part to keep all our property values at one of the highest levels in the area. If there are any issues,
please contact me. My information is at the end of this Newsletter Article.
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It's that time of year again when our residents are heading out before the Arizona Summer temperatures get hot. The Architecture
Committee has put together some tips for leaving your Tucson home that will help make your stay away worry-free. You can find this
helpful aid by going to the SMR Website (smrhoa.com), clicking on Architectural Information and then on the Leaving Your Home
Checklist. Please take a few minutes to read it, as it could prevent issues while you are away. Have a safe and enjoyable summer and
we’ll see you later this year!
With all the remodel work taking place this year, it is imperative that you read our Contractor’s Check list that is on our SMR Website
(smrhoa.com). You’ll find the Checklist for contractors under the Architectural Information banner. Please make a copy and review it
with your contractor. It is the homeowner’s responsibility to ensure your contractor is following these guidelines. The most prevalent
issue is vehicles being parked up on the curb or sidewalk. Another very important issue is when two contractor vehicles are parked on
both sides of the street opposite each other and not leaving enough width for emergency vehicles or trash trucks to get through. It would
be very regrettable if a fire truck or ambulance could not reach a person in need and was forced to take extra time to find another route.
With the retirement of long-time members from the Architecture Committee. We need some residents to volunteer to help out. It’s a
great committee of individuals that care about helping residents with their projects and maintaining the SMR property values. From past
experience, I found it was excellent way to learn about the Architectural Design Reference guidelines, so you can help others, be prepared
for any personal remodel work and serve our community.
As a closing note for this Newsletter, the Architecture Committee would like to THANK ALL THE RESIDENTS for going through
the process and getting approvals before any construction of exterior home projects. A BIG THANK YOU to all the members of the
Architecture Committee for their hard work this year in handling a large workload.
Larry Glasser, Chairman
SMR HOA Architecture Committee
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
PH: 520-303-7230

Roads
The repaving of Carrillo and Chico is finally complete! This has been a long and
complicated project, requiring patience on the part of the residents and flexibility on
the part of the contractor. The Roads committee thanks the residents on Carrillo for
accommodating the demands of street repaving.
The next major project is sealcoating roads that were repaved last year. The schedule
is to sealcoat Plaza del Tio and one side of Vereda Rosada on Wednesday June 5, the
other side of Vereda Rosada and Via Colorada on Thursday June 6, and striping the
roads on Friday June 7. Vereda Rosada is being be paved in two sections to allow residents to park either in their own driveways or
those of neighbors on the other side of the street. The Roads committee will fine-tune the arrangements as we get closer to the date.
It probably seems that SMR has been a road construction site for the past few years. This is due to the age of the roads. They were
originally constructed about 30 years ago and are now reaching the end of their life, necessitating repaving. However, we are almost
done with replacing them, with only Pico del Monte, one end of Passeo Penoso, Via Bronzino, and the upper half of Via Colorada to
go. Then, SMR can all look forward to another 20 years of no road construction!
The new lights for Via Colorada have been installed. They are of a cast acrylic with LED bulbs and should last far longer than the metal
ones they replaced.
As Roads Chair, I myopically only see the roads in SMR. I have recently noticed that in a couple of areas liquids have been dumped
into the street. Although liquids may appear to be colorless, the liquid portion quickly evaporates and leaves a residue. There is one
such long obvious stain on Carrillo. Such discolorations detract from the beauty of SMR, and I encourage you and your contractors to
dispose of liquids in a more responsible manner.
Please feel free to call me with any comments or questions at 529-2051 or roads@smrhoa.com or mitchell@engr.wisc.edu.
John Mitchell

Nominating Committee
The Nominations committee is currently focused on the best way to fill SMR
Board positions. In our talks with other Board members we have been told that
the ideal path is to have committee members who are currently serving on a
committee graduate to Chairmanships and to the Board. This means that we need
to have healthy and robust volunteer participation in each of our committees.
Currently we are working with Wendy Reed (Volunteer Liaison) to recruit
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volunteers for the Architecture, Landscape, and Neighborhood Watch Committees. These committees play and important role in
maintaining the value and desirability of our neighborhood. For more information, please contact:
Larry Glasser - architecture@smrhoa.com
Eloise Gore - landscape@smrhoa.com
Jim McAlister – neighborhood@smrhoa.com

Hospitality Committee
SMR Special Event
“REMARKABILITY” Presentation and Happy Hour
Date: Thursday, May 9th
Time: 5:15 to 7:00 pm
Place: Sunrise Mountain Ridge Clubhouse

MAY EVENT:
On Thursday, May 9th, we will welcome one of our new neighbors, Bob Shaff, who will speak on “Remarkability,” the Key to
Personal Success. Happy hour starts at 5:15 and Bob will speak at 6:00. He will convey, through stories and examples, specific
ideas and tools that will earn stronger relationships by being “Remarkable.” Bob is a compelling speaker and will entertain and inform
us.
HOSPITALITY RECAP:
On Wednesday, April 17th, we held the annual SMR BBQ at the clubhouse. The weather was cooperative, the food delicious and
plentiful, and the crowd ready for some fun. From the comments, it appears everyone had a good time! What a great neighborhood we
have. Leslie and I have several people to thank…starting with Dennis Nowik and Bob Shaff who manned the grills with the able
assistance of Ben Ball and Art Schwartz. Thanks gentlemen! Also, thank you to Susan Arbuckle (and the Adams) for the loan of the
grills as we certainly needed two to keep up with the crowd!
Inside, we had great help from Julie Anderson, Barb Carlsen, Sharon Kaufman, Kathie Flaherty, and John and Susan Ladd. Also, a
special thank you to Lynne and Chris Steele who aren’t even on the committee but volunteered to man the check in table for us. Finally,
thanks to all those that helped us break down tables, wash dishes, take out trash, etc. (Highlight being Cheryl Adams handling the
vacuuming duties like a model on a TV commercial!)
Hospitality will take a summer hiatus after the May event, returning in late September.
Leslie and Marc Adams, Hospitality Chairs, hospitality@smrhoa.com or 520-638-5891

Neighborhood Watch
Neighborhood Watch Team News
Jim Reeves has volunteered to serve as a neighborhood Watch Block Leader on
Paseo Penoso 6850 – 6940. Thanks Jim!
For a number of years, Bill and Lu Salisbury have volunteered as Neighborhood
Watch Block Leaders on Tocha Alegre 4448 - 4532. Bill and Lu have been a big part
of SMR and SNAP. Thank you both for your dedicated service and leadership. We
wish you the very best.
Currently, Neighborhood Watch is looking for Block Leaders for Trocha Alegre 4448 -4532 and Camino Ferreo 4040 – 4150 and 4151
- 4252
Neighborhood Watch Unoccupied Houses
Hi Sunrise Mountain Ridge Neighbors. If you are planning to be away on extended trips in 2019 or leave for the summer, your
Neighborhood Watch Committee recommends the following:
•

Double check to see if the HOA database has a correct emergency contact number on file. Please submit any first time or updated
information: database@smrhoa.com.

•

If your house will be vacant, please notify your Neighborhood Watch Block Leader. Their name and contact information is available on
the SMR website: www.smrhoa.com

•

Should we see evidence of water leaks, structural damage, or if any emergency should occur, we will contact your emergency number
as soon as possible. In addition, your Neighborhood Watch Block Leader will remove telephone books, newspapers, handbills, etc.
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In your absence, your cooperation will help your Neighborhood Watch Team serve and protect our SMR community.
SCAM ALERT
Home Improvement Scams - Spring is the perfect time for home improvement scams. Many homeowners are thinking about
remodeling and home repairs. A favorite target for con artists is senior homeowners. These criminals use high-pressure tactics to sell
overpriced materials and repairs that aren’t even necessary, or they take the money and never complete the work. You can protect
yourself from potential con artist contractors by following these helpful hints:
•

Get three written bids from three separate contractors when considering a high-dollar home repair.

•

Ask the contractor for three SMR homeowner’s as references.

•

Check the Better Business Bureau for complaints against the contactor. Ask to review the contractor’s business license and
insurance certificate.

•

Do not pre-pay for home repairs. Pay when the work is completed or have an agreement for split payments as the work progresses.
I can be reached at Neighborhood@smrhoa.com, or 955-0616.
Jim McAlister,

Volunteer Liaison
SMR WANTS YOU!
•
•
•
•
•

Looking to put your talents and energy to good use?
Want to learn something new?
Hone your skills and expertise?
Help neighbors?
Meet new people?

• Get involved?
You can help make a more perfect SMR, and there is no need to travel very far because you are needed right here in SMR.
Interested in planning events and finding interesting speakers? Volunteer for Hospitality.
Interested in desert plants and beautifying the neighborhood? Volunteer for Landscape.
Interested in maintaining our lovely community? Volunteer for Architecture.
Interested in community safety? Volunteer for Neighborhood Watch.
Something for everyone of every interest and ability.
Ask us about Volunteering.
Leslie & Marc Adams: hospitality@smrhoa.com
Jay Flaherty: recreation@smrhoa.com
Jim McAlister: neighborhood@smrhoa.com
Eloise Gore: landscape@smrhoa.com
John Mitchell: roads@smrhoa.com
Architecture Chair: architecture@smrhoa.com
Please feel free to contact me by phone, (520 638 8082) or email (volunteer@smrhoa.com).
Wendy Reed

Database
Welcome to Sunrise Mountain Ridge!
Please submit any updated information to database@smrhoa.com
Updates:
Linda Jones: email prestoarr7@gmail.com; phone: cell 520-490-5776
Kranich: email dkintuc@gmail.com
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Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Joy Jensen,
newsletter ads@smrhoa.com, 577-8208.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org
SNAP News Briefs
Did you attend SNAP’s annual Home & Garden Tour on April 7? The efforts and spirit of so many – from homeowners and volunteers,
to silent auction benefactors, sponsors and ticket buyers – made the 2019 Home & Garden program an amazing success in terms of both
neighborhood camaraderie as well as fundraising. Thank you to our supportive community, who made it happen and made it fun!
•

•

•

Education Program: Senior Safety, Security and Scam Alerts On Monday, May 6, SNAP’s education program will focus on
senior security, safety and scam alerts, and how safety figures in our age-in-place vision. Representatives of Rural Metro and
the Pima County Sheriff’s Department will speak at SNAP’s “info-expo” session, which in addition to guest speakers will
feature information tables related to senior safety and security. Education sessions are held at the Lutheran Church of the
Foothills (Territory and Craycroft), from 2 until 3:30 PM.
Volunteers: If you’re with us for the summer, SNAP need you! If you have even just a couple of hours in the months ahead,
please consider giving something back and making a difference in our community. No minimum hours are required. Whether
you spend an hour with a neighbor in a friendly visit, or drive a neighbor to an appointment -- any time you have to offer SNAP
is deeply appreciated. Please review our website Volunteer page: https://sunrisesnap.org/volunteer-information/ or email
info@sunrisesnap.org.
Wednesday: May 29, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Lunch Bunch at the SMR Clubhouse.

SNAP Managing Director
Please contact Monica (cell: 914-772-6607, email: monicaspigelman@sunrisesnap.org) if you have any questions about SNAP
programs, services or our age-in-place resources. Thanks, neighbors!
Monica Surfaro Spigelman,
SNAP Managing Director

New Feature! Photo Gallery on Last Page
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Please Support Our Advertisers
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Please Support our Advertisers
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Please Support Our Advertisers

TOP CASH PAID FOR
Sterling flatware and tea sets.
Paintings, lithographs, books, jewelry,
watches, military items, collections and
MUCH MORE.
Ron & Ruthie West
299-7844
444-4632
SMR residents since 2004
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All users of the clubhouse are asked to be flexible in their scheduling when others express a need for use of the
clubhouse, especially for use by an SMR committee or group.

May

2019
MONDAY

29

TUESDAY

30

WEDNESDAY

01

THURSDAY

02

8:30 Water Aerobics
9:00 Yoga (2hrs)

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:30 Water Aerobics

11:00am Private
Event

11

12

18

19

25

26

01

02

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

08

09

15

16

22

23

29

30

03

06

07

08

09

10

8:30 Water Aerobics
2pm Architecture (2
hrs)

9:00 Landscape
2(hrs)

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)

9:00 SMR Board
3:30 Set-up
5:00 Event Speaker
7:00 Clean-up

8:30 Water Aerobics

13

14

15

16

8:30 Water Aerobics

20

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)

21

22

8:30 Water Aerobics
1:30pm SNAP
Meeting (3 hrs)

27

28

29

27

23

24

30

31
8:30 Water Aerobics

June
TUESDAY

28

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

29

30

31

03

04

05

06

07

8:30 Water Aerobics
2pm Architecture
(2 hrs)

9:00 am Landscape
(2hrs)

8:30 Water Aerobics
9:00am Yoga (2 hr)

1:00pm Private Event
(7 hrs)

8:30 Water Aerobics

10

11

8:30 Water Aerobics

17

18

1:30pm SNAP BOD
Meeting (3 hrs)

24
8:30 Water Aerobics

05

8:30 Water Aerobics

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)
11:30 am SNAP
Lunch (2 hrs)

2019
MONDAY

SUNDAY

8:30 Water Aerobics

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)

8:30 Water Aerobics

17

04

12

13

14

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)

9:00 am SMR Board

8:30 Water Aerobics

19

20

26
8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)
11:30 am SNAP Lunch
(2 hrs)

02

8:30 Water Aerobics

8:30 Water Aerobics
9am Yoga (2 hrs)

25

21

01

27

28
8:30 Water Aerobics
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora,
sunrises, sunsets or any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
Below are some photos from the last month.

Owl & Owlet- Herb Burton

Flying Saucer-Eloise Gore

How Many Ducklings-Andrew Zimmerman
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