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Update on City of Tucson Proposed Increase of Water Rates

President’s Remarks
Hello everyone! A lot has happened since I wrote my newsletter article
for the June 2020 issue. I seriously jumped the gun about my predictions
concerning the COVID virus and the restrictions placed upon us for our
safety. Finally, most of the mask mandates and meeting restrictions have
been removed to allow us to get back to a more normal life. One of the
biggest changes for us is that the capacity restrictions for the east pool have
been loosened to allow 20 people in the pool area at one time. Jay Flaherty
(recreation@smrhoa.com) will probably explain more about this in his
article along with any other COVID changes for the recreation areas.
If you have read the recent e-blasts sent by Eloise Gore (landscape@smrhoa.com) you are aware that there were 2
accidents (unrelated) near Loma del Bribon and Camino Ferreo during the same weekend (5/14-5/16). Fortunately,
no one was hurt, and we are still investigating the cause of the accidents and exploring possible ways to help prevent
future ones. We have received several suggestions from residents including speed bumps, rumble strips, radar speed
indicators, cameras, security patrols, and a security gate at the front entrance. The board will discuss these possibilities
and others and pass the information along to you in the future. If you have any suggestions, you can pass them along
to either Eloise (landscape@smrhoa.com) or me (president@smrhoa.com) and they will be considered with the others.
In the meantime, everyone please protect yourself, your neighbors and their pets and follow the 25-mph speed limit
and stop at all the neighborhood signs.
The next board meeting will be held on-line (ZOOM) on June 10th at 9:00 am. If you would like instructions to join
the meeting just email me (president@smrhoa.com) with your request and I will send them to you via email. The next
board meeting will be held September 9th at 9:00 am due to the summer break. I will give you details prior to the
meeting.
Have a good summer!
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Nothing tops a plain pizza!
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA, Email: president@smrhoa.com, Ph: 520-744-8208

Landscape
This article begins with the landscape low points of May, 2021. The
weekend of May 14 - 16, 2021, brought us the unfortunate and
unprecedented coincidence of two automobile accidents that severely
impacted the landscape along Loma del Bribon. On Friday, May 14th, a
vehicle veered across the street and up onto the common area streetscape
on the north side of Bribon. Ten plants were severely damaged or
destroyed completely, including two very large fishhook barrels and two
golden barrels. On Sunday, May 16th, another vehicle sped down Bribon destroying an agave and then driving up on
the streetscape on Bribon and smashing two more fishhook barrels into dozens of chunks that landed along the street
and up the common area. Part of the vehicle was broken off from the undercarriage and left on the common area.
Overall, we lost more than a dozen plants. Darrin spent much of Monday cleaning up the mess from these two
accidents.
Otherwise, May has been a very good month. Darrin is working in Zones 6 and 7. We have purchased additional
large boulders for both zones and other areas of the community. The next step is for Darrin to bring in a tractor and
spend a day placing the boulders in the desired locations, as chosen by the Zone Representatives. Darrin will also use
the tractor to rearrange a few existing boulders to better enhance the landscape. For the rest of the spring and summer,
Darrin will focus on weeding and maintenance, as well as watering. He will also undertake a major repair and
replacement of the aging irrigation systems serving the landscape around the West and East pools.
As a final note, Colleen McAuliffe has resigned from the Landscape Committee to attend to her new responsibilities
co-chairing the Hospitality Committee and performing grand jury service. We are very sorry to lose her as she has
been an active, conscientious and diligent member for the past year, overseeing both Zone 4 and Zone 7. Fortunately,
we have a new committee member, Catherine Meyler, who moved here last October. Catherine will now be the Zone
7 Representative with responsibility for Colorada Hill, the West Pool, and adjacent areas. Ironically, I met Catherine
at the New Residents’ Welcome event that Colleen and her husband Ron arranged in April. It is wonderful to find
someone new to the community who is eager to volunteer. And I have Colleen to thank for introducing us.
A closing reminder that if you are out of town, whether for a few weeks or a few months, please be sure we have your
emergency contact information so that we can inform you if a water leak is observed on your property. Please also
arrange for weeds and dead plants to be removed from your front yard as necessary while you are away.
Happy June to everyone. Please be safe, drive within our 25-mph speed limit, and make a full stop at our Stop Signs.
Eloise Gore, Landscape Chair
landscape@smrhoa.com

June 2021

2

Recreation
The East Pool refinishing has been moved to September. The West
Pool underwater lights and spotlights are experiencing an electrical
problem that so far has not been resolved. A solution that may
require extensive rewiring will hopefully be completed the first
week of June.
The court remains busy with pickle ball and tennis play. It is the
premier court in the area. Please make reservations to avoid
conflicts. Reservemycourt.com
Book Nook:
I hope SMR will join us in raising up a cheer of thanks to our friend and
neighbor, Deb Shephard. She took on the project of repainting one of our
Book Nook cabinets recently. It adds color and cheer to our lending
library.
Well done!
We were very happy to hear from many of you who took advantage of our
Book Nook during this year of the Coronavirus.
As a reminder to those of you who would like to donate to the Book Nook:
Please donate only reading books you would like to share with your
neighbors.
Do not dump old books you just want to get rid of, or magazines
or puzzles.
Jill, Nancy, Diane

The clubhouse remains closed. Opening timeline will be discussed by the Board.
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Roads
We have recently received reports from residents of vehicles
speeding in our neighborhood, and there have been two incidents
of vehicles driving over common areas and damaged the plantings,
possibly due to speeding. Although the speed limit is 25 mph in
SMR, it is not always observed. The Board has been asked to
consider different methods to address the issue.
Speed bumps, along with signs and monitoring devices, have been
suggested as techniques to reduce speeds. The Roads committee has been asked to suggest additional ideas on “traffic
calming” to the Board for consideration. We would appreciate your input, and if you have thoughts on the issue,
please email them to Eloise Gore (Landscape chair) or to me. Safety on our roads is important!
On Wednesday, June 9, we will have our roads swept. The street sweeper will be out on our roads from about 6 am
to noon. Please don’t park on the road so that the sweeper has access to the entire street. If you have workmen coming
during this period, allow them to park on your driveway if possible. We hope the street sweeper can make up for the
lack of rain, at least as far as our roads are concerned!
John Mitchell
June 2021
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Roads Chair, roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee continues the process of preparing a
nomination slate for the Board and for committee Chairs for 2022.
Please let me know if you or anyone you know are interested in
volunteering in the administration of SMR,
John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
While hospitality is not planning any events during the
summer, we will be working on ideas for the fall. At this
point, we are planning to be back on track in September and
are looking forward to seeing our neighbors again.
Colleen McAuliffe and Ron Flynn
Hospitality Chairs
You can reach us at hospitality@smrhoa.com

Architecture
If you are leaving SMR for the season, please check your
IRRIGATION, and CONTACT INFO. Additionally, last
year’s Big Horn fire has not left my memory or the lessons it
imparted. so please get your yard, landscape and caretakers on
board for keeping your property fire safe while absent. You can
find guidelines on the Landscape link of the SMR website: at
the top right is a link titled WILDFIRE INFORMATION. In
the yellow banner at the bottom of the page is the Sunrise
Association overall FIrewise Plan located to the extreme right
corner. Please avail yourself of this useful info.
Recently, I was asked about replacing rotted T1-11 wood paneling in the adobe model houses in SMR. While the
paneling is still available, it is not manufactured in the longer lengths original to the construction of this development.
You can replace the T1-11 with the shorter paneling however, in most cases, it will need to be ‘seamed’ with horizontal
trim. Another acceptable alternative is to stucco the area that was originally paneled. This is a good choice as stucco
is protective of the foundation and framing whereas the design of the T1-11 paneling has its end grain at top and
bottom which eagerly and enthusiastically sops up water, thus, causes rot over time. Regardless of which method you
choose, an application needs to be submitted and approval obtained as the replacement affects the exterior and is a
change from original materials. If you have any questions, please contact me and I’ll make a site visit.
****************
DID YOU KNOW?
****************

Snowbirds: view the Leaving My SMR Checklist on the Architecture link for handy tips

The committee will meet in June before taking its usual summer break, reconvening in September. For those of you
leaving us, safe travels. For those of you staying, see you at the pools!
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
June 2021

4

520-526-5571
REMINDER #1: If you plan to sell your SMR home, please contact resale@smrhoa.com or phone Angie Perryman
at 520-615-4074 before putting your house on market and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
REMINDER #2: If you are contemplating any exterior project work, please check the Architectural Design Reference
(ADR) or contact me BEFOREHAND regarding the SMR Project Application requirement. Failure to this may result
in a fine, unnecessary delays and/or expensive revisions.

Volunteer Liaison
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me
VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile
Chair, Volunteer Liaison

Neighborhood Watch
Hello SMR Neighbors…
During this past month we have experienced two serious driving
incidents on Loma del Bribon. Both involved damage to the
landscaping in the common area along Bribon. Both involved
cars driving onto the common area…one, maybe by accident,
and the other as a result of speeding at an observed 50-60 MPH
down Bribon, which is a 25 MPH roadway.
These events are of a concern to 3 of SMR’s volunteer
committees: Landscape (damage in the common areas), Roads (Speeding), and Neighborhood Watch (Security and
Safety). The damage to the landscaping will be addressed by our Landscape Chair, Eloise Gore, in her section of this
newsletter. The excessive speeding and intoxicated or distracted driving which led to the damage will be addressed
by John Mitchell, our Roads Chair, also in this month’s newsletter.
My message to you this month focuses on the Neighborhood Watch perspective. In both cases above, we were
fortunate to have eyewitnesses, who have been helpful in determining the who, when, and how of these incidents. We
have 291 homes in SMR, located on our 13 streets. We also have a terrific Neighborhood Watch team of 25 Block
Captains, sprinkled along our 13 streets. I am asking our 25 Block Captains and our 266 other SMR neighbors to be
especially watchful for excessive speeding or any other safety issue in our neighborhood. If you see such an
occurrence, please try to identify the color and make of the vehicle the best you can. If it is a contractor vehicle, please
identify the name of the contactor from the signage on the car/truck. If you speak to the drivers, please record their
name and contact information. Then, just give me a call or email with what you saw or found. I will take the
appropriate action, which may involve calling the sheriff, the contractor, the person involved, or simply recording the
information for use if there is a recurrence.
I’m hopeful that the combination of our collective eyes, and an enhanced calling process will limit the occurrence of
these incidents and prevent the necessity for speed bumps in our beautiful neighborhood. Just like our sign on
Colorada says: “Only YOU can prevent speed bumps.”
There is also some exceptionally good news, particularly for the residents on Plaza de Toros. We have a new Block
Captain for the residents on 4461-4485 Plaza de Toros!! Former SMR President, Pete Read will be your new Block
Captain, replacing Leslie Van Hoy, who has served in this capacity for the past several years, and is now moving from
our neighborhood. Thank you for your service, Leslie! Welcome Pete Read!!
June 2021
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Bob Shaff
SMR Neighborhood Watch Chair
Neighborhood@smrhoa.com, 520-981-0648

Database
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new
information to: database@smrhoa.com
Many SMR residents are leaving for the summer or traveling.
Please update your emergency contact data in the SMR
database if needed, and also inform your Neighborhood Watch
block captain. If you are unsure about the contact information
in the database, send me an email at database@smrhoa.com and
I will send you your current record.
Herb Burton
Database Chair

City of Tucson considering raising
Water rates by 10- 50% for residents
outside city limits!
The City of Tucson Mayor and City Council are currently considering
implementing a “differential rate structure” that would raise water rates
only for customers located in unincorporated Pima County, which includes all of Fairfield. The proposal could raise
our individual and HOA water bills by as much as 50% as soon as July 2021. There is no additional service provided
to us as a result of this increase.
You can read about the proposal on the City of Tucson website:
https://stories.opengov.com/tucsonaz/published/_0db5y4lZ?fbclid=IwAR0nKsyRDwzIH6b7kW4hgZGt9dZKaan6n4UXCAYhayOelA_uvJO80ju5Dg
The Tucson Mayor and Council are holding a public hearing on June 8, 2021 to discuss the proposal. They are
accepting comments via a survey, which must be submitted before June 8, 2021:
https://opentownhall.com/portals/310/Issue_10612
We encourage everyone to learn about the proposal and to submit comments.
SMRHOA Board of Directors

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and
be submitted by the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for
a combined mid-summer issue on July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit
another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org

To empower and assist our older adult neighbors as they age in place, Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance
Program (SNAP) would like to remind you to be mindful of those who may need help with food or other
necessities and who would appreciate a caring call or card.
At SNAP we continue our commitment to providing support to our older neighbors throughout these
challenging times and beyond. If you know of a neighbor who SNAP can assist, we can be reached at 520437-9556 or info@sunrisesnap.org.
We will inform you of what services we are able to offer during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program
sunrisesnap.org
Lynda Stites
Volunteer Program Manager
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP)
new mailing address:
6890 E. Sunrise Drive, Suite 120-298
Tucson, AZ 85750
www.sunrisesnap.org(c) 520.427.8208

Please Support Our Advertisers
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.

Thanks Dan, for documenting our owls journey babies to adolescents.
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Our Owl Family on the hunt- Wendy Malone

May Cacti Blooms – Eloise Gore
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May Cacti Blooms – Eloise Gore
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