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ALERT - HOA Assessments of $725 Overdue July 31, 2020
Cadden Community Management mailed HOA assessments to homeowners the first week
of June. The amount due is $725.00. Homeowners now have the option of receiving bills
via email. If you wish to set up online billing, look for the Registration ID on your bill
when you receive it in the mail. Assessments may be paid via mail or online.
President’s Remarks
… COVID-19, mandatory mask regulations, wildfires, autonomous zones, second
wave, ruined vacations, unpredictable economy, 24/7 bad news cycles, cats and dogs
sleeping together …
So, what do we do? Turn off the TV, take a deep breath and enjoy the oasis we live
in called Sunrise Mountain Ridge. Take a dawn or dusk walk and enjoy our vista
views. The SMR pools and tennis court facilities are still open and available for your
enjoyment. Please respect your neighbors by following the rules when using the
facilities particularly the number of people allowed at one time and the hours the
facilities are available.
With more people driving on our streets due to vacation changes please make sure to observe our community speed limit of 25 m.p.h.
and our stops signs to keep everyone safe.
I received a telephone call in May from one of our neighbors - Joyce Percy. There was a letter sent out to many of us from a company
named “Nextdoor.com” asking people to join their service and the letter was signed from Joyce. The only thing is that the letter did not
come from Joyce and she wants everyone in SMR to know that the letter did not come from her or her real estate company. She is not
affiliated with “Nextdoor.com” in any way.
The board will be available to contact but there will no board meeting until September 10th. This is also the summer newsletter that
covers both July and August. The next newsletter will be published in September, but we will get any important information to you
should something urgent come up.
July/August 2020
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Enjoy your summer and I will talk to you in September.
Dogs can’t operate MRI scanners but Catscan!
Jim
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com
Ph: 520-744-8208

Landscape
Thus far this summer, we have had the super-hot and dry weather we have come to
expect as the climate warms. The monsoon season may be here, but the rains have
been few. Thanks to our landscaper, Darrin Seidel, we did manage to get the preemergent spread the day before the one rain event we have had. That should suppress
some of the weed growth in the common areas once the rains come.
Darrin and his team have been hand-watering the plants that were planted last Fall
and Spring to help them get through their first summer. But even so, we have lost
some new plantings. Darrin has completed the regular maintenance rotation in Zones
8 and 1 and will be in Zone 2 by the time you are reading this Newsletter. In Zone
2, in addition to regular maintenance, we will focus on the East Pool. Unfortunately, several of the potted plants were destroyed by
hungry packrats. We believe we have addressed the packrat problem, but now it is too hot to put new plants in the pots, so they will be
empty until the weather cools off.
Everyone who is here in SMR or watching the news from afar is aware of the Bighorn Fire, which has burned over 119,000 acres in the
Santa Catalina mountains. For several weeks, the fire was hovering over us in Ventana Canyon. Through the incredible efforts of the
over 1,100 firefighters, no structures were lost, and the fire gradually retreated, taking over a month. Still, as I write this, there are small
pockets of flame, heat, and smoke, including in parts of Sabino Canyon.
Seeing the flames and smoke day and night has prompted many of us to wonder about our vulnerability to wildfire here in SMR. The
danger we perceive is not from the mountains but from the large undeveloped sloping swale areas between our ridges and behind many
of our homes. I have been asked about the fire dangers and how we can mitigate them. In general, the major danger is from highly
flammable and invasive Buffelgrass and Fountain Grass. Fortunately, SMR has been particularly conscientious about eradicating these
dangerous plants. We have eliminated most of it from our immediate vicinity and there will be continued spraying this summer as well.
Our regular Landscape duties include looking out for Buffelgrass and Fountain Grass and removing any that we find. In addition, we
are going to meet with two representatives from the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management (AZDFFM) on July 15,
2020. We will tour SMR, and they will advise where there may be dangers. Some questions they will address are: How large a perimeter
should we have around our homes and yards? What plants and trees are particularly flammable? Are the dried Brittlebush, Desert
Marigold, and grasses a danger? How do we balance erosion control and removal of dried plants on the slopes? I expect we will have
a report after our meeting and will make the recommendations available.
In the meantime, we has posted on the SMR Website, the Sunrise Association Council (SAC) Firewise Plan. This document was written
in April 2019 and resulted in our certification as a “Firewise Community.” The Plan concludes that the 12 Associations, including SMR,
have a “Good” overall assessment in terms of risk factors and a “Moderate” fire hazard risk rating. SMR alone would have a better
rating because we have fire hydrants throughout the community and have largely eliminated Buffelgrass and Fountain Grass near our
homes. Some of the factors for homeowners to consider are not keeping firewood piled up outside your home where dried plants and
grasses can grow among the wood, acting as kindling. Glass skylights are safer than plastic, which is a very high-risk factor. We will
share more specifics after our meeting with the AZDFFM.
This has been a very challenging and at times frightening year, with the pandemic and the fire, and the risk of flash flooding to come.
But it is encouraging every day to walk around our neighborhood and see so many neighbors out walking, running, and biking.
Landscape Committee members are doing our best to keep the community looking good through the triple digits and looking forward
to new plantings in the Fall. We welcome a new Landscape member, Colleen McAuliffe, who has volunteered to cover Zone 4 while
Zone Representative Janet Gething is away for the summer.
Thank you for your support, comments, questions, and suggestions.
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com
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Recreation
Please help us keep our pools and spas open during the Pandemic by following the
posted regulations from Pima County and the State of Arizona.
• Stay at home if you are sick
• Protect yourself and others while using the facilities
o Stay at least 6 feet away from other people
o If you are at a higher risk for severe illness please avoid the pools, spas and court
o Do not touch eyes, nose or mouth
o After leaving the facility use hand sanitizer. When you get home, wash your hands
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
• SMR does not provide hand sanitizer or sanitary wipes at the facilities so you are encouraged to bring your own. Please wipe
down chairs before and after use
• TO COMPLY WITH COUNTY AND STATE SOCIAL DISTANCING ORDER A MAXIMUM OF 10 PEOPLE ARE
PERMITTED INSIDE THE GATED AREA WHETHER IN THE WATER OR OUT.
• Lap swimmers must have 6 feet between them
• Spa capacity is limited to 3 people at a time
• NO GUESTS PERMITTED EXCEPT THOSE STAYING OVERNIGHT
REGARDING FACE COVERINGS AND BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE HAVE ASKED
The Pima County Board of Supervisors on June 19 enacted a countywide public health protection resolution requiring the wearing of
face coverings when in public if 6 feet of physical distancing cannot be maintained. The rule is effective immediately and applies to
everyone over the age of 5. The exception is for persons who are swimming.
The Tennis and Pickle Ball court is open with the 6 feet distancing guideline. The lights have been cleaned and new lamps have been
installed. Night play is a great option during these hot Summer days. New lighting was installed along the walkway to the court.
The Clubhouse remains closed until further notice.
A few maintenance items:
•
•

The East pool salt system is in need of a major upgrade. Options are being explored.
A new pump has been installed at the West Spa and the water is a toasty 104 degrees.

I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Architecture

Janet Pearce Foster
Architecture Chair

•

Summer sizzling away had me wondering what I could offer here that would
be of interest. Was quickly advised by my predecessor, Larry Glasser (thank
you, as always) of the following:
Preparing for monsoon rains
•

check the exterior of your house noting areas that drain poorly

•

clear out scuppers; our flat roofs shed a lot of water; see above

•

check paint coverage of wood siding; repair any rot

move lighter items to a safe place; our foothill ridges catch the wind

• keep the exterior in good repair, especially if you plan to sell soon
Help with these small projects can be enlisted from contractors found in the Harried Homeowners’ Helper.
*****************
DID YOU KNOW?
Roof re-coating must be Desert Tan, not white. Roof goop is easily tinted.
*****************
And, while on the subject of roofing, several owners have contacted me regarding roof repair. One in particular shared a complete report
on interviews, process and comparative pricing (without specifics, only relative to each vendor). The info may be useful to others facing
a roofing project.
July/August 2020
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The owner writes, “We had five companies look at our roof (tile and flat). Here is some of what we heard.”
•

If your original 1980s tile roof has not yet been replaced, the underlayment is beyond expected lifespan and becomes “more
like copier paper than tarpaper”

•

Tiles are clay [and are to be replaced by clay tiles - contact me to view sample if needed]

•

For underlayment, some contractors use two courses of 40-pound tarpaper while other use poly underlayment. Both provide
about thirty years of service.

•

Skylights: if there are copious amounts of silicone on your skylights it suggests there is trouble. Older skylights have a design
flaw = fastenings are on top of the aluminum frames. Newer skylight design features screws on the side which, logically,
reduces the opportunity for water leakage. Also, watch out for sloppy roof re-coating work which can block weep holes.

• TAKE CARE OF A FLAT ROOF and you will not have to do a tear-off and replacement.
The last point seems very important and was a welcome bit of good news.
If anyone would like further details, please contact me.
See you in September,
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
REMINDER #1: If you plan to sell your SMR home, please contact resale@smrhoa.com or phone Angie Perryman at 520615-4074 before putting your house on market and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
REMINDER #2: If you are contemplating any exterior project work, please check the Architectural Design Reference (ADR)
or contact me BEFOREHAND regarding the SMR Project Application requirement. Failure to this may result in a fine,
unnecessary delays and/or expensive revisions.

Roads
In early June, we applied a road preservative, HA5, to the roads that were repaved
in the last two years. We treated lower Carrillo from the Tanuri intersection to the
end of the mailbox island, Sendero Chico, Paseo Penoso, Pico del Monte, and upper
Colorada. The project went very smoothly, with no complaints from either residents
or the contractor. I want to thank all of you who live on the treated streets for your
understanding and cooperation.
The Roads Committee will be assessing the performance of the HA5 coating on these
roads to see how well it holds up over the coming summer and winter. If we are satisfied that this coating performs better than the other
traditional coatings we have used, we plan to treat the remaining SMR roads with the product. The company, Holbrook Asphalt,
recommends applying HA5 on a seven-year cycle. We anticipate that if we follow their proposed schedule, we will extend the life of
our roads significantly, with a positive effect on our Reserve expenditures.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
We sure miss our get-togethers and cannot wait until we can all meet safely at
the Clubhouse! We continue to look for interesting speakers and Leslie has
been using this time to test recipes for some special munchies. Looking
forward to our next event…whenever that may be! Have a safe summer!
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
hospitality@smrhoa
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Nominating Committee
As we’re all aware, Covid-19 is fully upon us and our activities are restricted. Neverthe-less, we need to continue to govern SMR and provide the services all of us expect.
Our Board meetings are by Zoom rather than in person, but our individual Chairs,
Directors, and their committee members continue their important work to keep SMR
functioning as near to normal as we can.
There will be a number of SMR Directors and Committee Chairs who will retire this
fall when their terms are completed. The Nominating Committee will be working the
rest of the summer to contact potential replacements for these positions. We anticipate that, in spite of the virus, we’ll be able to
nominate new Board members for these open positions and allow SMR to continue to be self-managed successfully.
We are always interested in providing volunteer opportunities for our residents. Please contact me if you are interested in serving on a
committee or the Board.
John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Neighborhood Watch
As our Tucson summer began in June, our SMR community experienced two kinds
of events that deserve comment in this newsletter: Solicitors and Trespassers.
SOLICITORS
There have been recent reports of a solicitor riding a Segway through SMR, trying
to sign up homes for a pest control service.
Why now? Well, it’s hot, we are staying home more due to the virus, and we are
answering our door more often, but we have a NO SOLICITATION policy in SMR.
What should we do if a solicitor is at our front door? Here’s my suggestion and my
request:
If a solicitor calls at your house:
•

Please try to learn the name of the company or service being offered. Tell the solicitor of the SMR No Solicitation Policy and
ask them to leave our neighborhood immediately.

•

Contact your block captain by phone or email (Neighborhood Watch block captain contact information is on the SMR website),
with a description of the solicitor, the service being offered, and a description of their vehicle. Your block captain should be
your first communication.

•

The Block Captains will then notify me to help establish any pattern. If appropriate, I will contact the company represented by
the solicitor and/or the Pima County Sheriff's department for further action. This was done with the Pest Control company and
the solicitations ended.
TRESPASSERS
Our video cameras have recently detected several incidents of 4 young trespassers climbing the wall of our East Pool to use our pool
and spa between 10 and midnight. This is a crime and exposes us in unknown ways to the virus and to vandalism. With Jay Flaherty’s
help and copies of the video footage, I was able to connect with the Pima County Sheriff’s Department, establish a case number, and
request officer drive-bys. The Sheriff’s Department was very willing to help. Although there were no additional instances of trespassing,
we have established a history with the Sheriff that will be helpful if there is a recurrence.
My closing wish for all SMRers (is this a word?) is that we all stay safe and healthy. I am so hopeful that by September we will be able
to restart our Hospitality Events at the Clubhouse and renew and refresh our relationships with each other. It is the SMR PEOPLE that
make SMR special, and I miss you all.
Bob Shaff
SMR Neighborhood Watch Chair
Neighborhood@smrhoa.com
520-981-0648
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Volunteer Liaison
We are sad to bid a final farewell to one of SMR’s longest-serving and mostdevoted volunteers, Bill Salisbury, who died June 11. He and his wife, Lu,
relocated to the Hacienda last fall, but they were incredibly active in the
community during the many years they made
their home in SMR. Bill devoted an
extraordinary amount of his time, thought and
energy to the betterment of SMR. For a time,
he served as President of the Association, but
probably he enjoyed most his long tenure with
the Landscape Committee, of which he also served as Chair for several years. He was as
conscientious about the appearance and vigor of SMR’s landscaping as he was about his own
beautifully planted and maintained, prize-winning garden. It is said that he spoke the same dialect
of “Landscape” as Darrin and our entire Infinity Earthworks crew, and he constantly ranged all over
SMR on projects with Darrin – until his declining health no longer permitted him to do so. It was a
common occurrence to see Bill stopping his car, say, on Via Colorada, to pick up a dead limb or
some other flotsam in the roadway, or to remedy some disorder in one of the common areas
throughout the property. He took a personal and individual interest in many of the cacti and
succulents along Loma del Bribon. Even after he retired from the Landscape Committee to serve on the Architecture Committee, he
generously made himself available to advise when called upon and to provide “institutional memory” for the ongoing Landscape
Committee. Beyond SMR, he was a long-time member of the Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society and served on that organization’s
board for more than a decade. He also volunteered with the Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (“SNAP”), heading up the
Governance Committee and serving as President of the Board. In private life, he was an astute collector of art of the American west,
and he possessed good eye for interior design that he shared with his close friends. He was a pillar of the SMR community, and his
contributions will continue to benefit us all for years to come. We will miss him very much.

To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile, Chair Volunteer Liaison

Database
Please check your listing in the new directory and let me know if your info needs
updating.
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com

Welcome to SMR
Ana Athie
4525 N Arroyo Vacio
anaathie@yahoo.com; cell: 520-275-6896
Julie Wolff
4361 N Camino Ferreo
jawolff2013@gmail.com; cell: 832-483-1102
Updates
Lillian Essex: delete home phone number; add cell: 520-730-1944

July/August 2020

6

S

M

R

H

O

A

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.

SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org
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Please Support Our Advertisers
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Please Support our Advertisers
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
The Bighorn Fire

Sabino Canyon Views – Eloise Gore

Night Views of Ventana Canyon-Pat Frankle
Neighborhood Cats

Mama and Kittens – Jan Leuenberger
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Daddy? – Bob Steiger
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