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President’s Remarks
It’s just after the 4th of July and with the rains my yard is able to fulfill
the saying “The weeds will be knee high by the fourth of July”. I’m
pretty sure that is how it goes. It was actually nice to get rain this year
and it stopped before all the firework shows we had around town.
They were spectacular.
Many of you are leaving town for cooler places this summer. As
usual please have your emergency information up to date so we may
contact you if something happens on your property while you are gone. You may update your information using the
fillable form on the first page of our website, smrhoa.com, or contacting database@smrhoa.com or:
neighborhood@smrhoa.com directly.
Drive carefully in the neighborhood this summer and remember to keep your speed at 25 mph or less.
SMR Superhero Alert!
Just as an aside, the annual assessment fees will be going to an astronomical amount and your comments and concerns
will no longer be of any importance to the board. Ok, this is not real but big changes could take place if SMR no
longer remains a self-managed community. You don’t have to be a “superhero” (my mental illness tells me otherwise)
to volunteer for positions on the board and the committees. It is a good way to get to know your neighbors and your
community and have some control in keeping SMR a premier place to live. If you are interested, please contact John
Mitchell at nominations@smrhoa.com or Allen Hile at volunteer@smrhoa.com or any other board member for more
information. No job (or superpower) is too small to help your neighborhood.
This is the “Summer” edition of the SMR newsletter which covers July and August 2021. The next newsletter will be
available in September.
Important neighborhood information will be conveyed to you via an e-blast when necessary. The next SMR HOA
board meeting will be September 9th at 9:00 am. I will send information to you on how to attend as we get closer to
the date.
Have a good summer!
Ghosts like to ride in elevators because it lifts their spirits!
Jim Warner
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com, Ph: 520-744-8208
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Landscape
As I write this article, I am in Estes Park, Colorado. I have
heard that we had some real rain last week in Tucson, and that
was very good news. Maybe that means it won’t be a
“nonsoon” this year. One thing Tucson has in common with
the Rocky Mountains is that the weather can be unpredictable.
Please secure your yards for wind events associated with
monsoon storms. If you are out of town, perhaps a helpful
neighbor can secure what you might have left untethered. Rain
is beneficial but it can cause standing water that attracts
mosquitoes. Please look around your yard for places where
water collects and eliminate those breeding areas. Even water left out for the birds can be a problem. The rain also
gives our contractor, Darrin, the opportunity to spray pre-emergent to reduce the weeds. If you see him or one of his
crew walking around with a big backpack, that’s what he’s doing. Let’s hope it helps reduce the weeds. And let’s
hope for more rain.
Darrin is finishing up Zone 7, which includes the West Pool and Colorada Hill. Then he will move on to Zone 8,
which covers all of Ferreo. As usual, Darrin is also juggling needed work in all the other zones, including supplemental
hand-watering, removing downed branches and dead plants, and trimming away mistletoe and diseased pyracantha.
As I have said before, there is no slow season for landscape care and maintenance.
A reminder for those of us who are out of town. We are still responsible for our yards. I expect to spend my first day
home tending to the weeds, and I will only have been away for two weeks. If you are away for the summer, please be
sure you have a landscaper or friend looking out for weeds, dead plants, fallen branches, etc. in your front yard. The
June reports from the Landscape Zone Representatives indicate that SMR residents are doing a great job overall with
tending to yards. Thank you!
Another reminder: homeowners are responsible for contractors, renters, and anyone invited to your property. Please
be sure everyone on your property knows not to dispose of anything in any common area and not to remove or trim
anything in any common area. We appreciate your cooperation. If you see something in a common area that needs
attention, please let me know and I will refer it to the appropriate Landscape Zone Representative.
Finally, a word from our sponsor, Sunrise Mountain Ridge Homeowners Association. As you have seen from the
notices on the bulletin boards and the e-blast, SMR HOA needs volunteers to help run the Association. We are selfmanaged, which means we control how the HOA is run. There’s some work and responsibility involved, but it’s also
a fun and satisfying way to participate in the community. No outside management company tells us what to do and
then charges us a high price for doing so. We rely on volunteers to make our self-management work. We have a
terrific group of volunteers now, but as folks decide to take a break from volunteer tasks, we need new folks to step
up. We have been fortunate to attract a new group of homeowners to SMR, and I have been impressed with the varied
backgrounds and expertise these new residents have brought with them. When I return to SMR next week, I will be
reaching out to some of these new neighbors to consider volunteering. In particular, we need a few people with
swimming pool experience to volunteer for the Recreation Committee. We have had several new volunteers with
racquet sport experience step up for Recreation. But, as a swimmer, I regret that so far, no one has volunteered to
help with the running of the swimming pools. No experience? That’s ok. Jay Flaherty, our current Recreation Chair,
will be available to teach and mentor. He’s finishing his term as Chairman in December, so we need a new
Chairperson, too. So, if you want to step up to volunteer for the Committee or as Chair, please contact John Mitchell,
our Nominations Chair (mitchell@engr.wisc.edu), or Allen Hile, our Volunteer Liaison (awhile9318@gmail.com). If
you want to reach out to me, that’s fine, too. Thank you for your attention to this message.
I hope everyone is having a good summer, wherever you are.
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com

July/August 2021

2

Recreation
Pools and Spas
Both the East and West pools and spas have been open and
operating without any major issues this Summer. Economy will
continue to service the pools and spas five days per week for the
foreseeable future.
We continue to follow CDC Covid 19 restrictions/guidelines in
order to keep the pools and spas open and operating. East pool
capacity is set at 20 and the West pool at 10. Use is still restricted
to residents and overnight guests.
REMINDER: The East Pool is scheduled to be closed starting September 7th for re plastering. The pool will
most likely be closed most of the month of September. As always, updates will be provided. Also, the East pool
salt system will be upgraded after the replastering is completed.
Courts
The court continues to get steady usage for both tennis and pickle ball. The new windscreens have so far held up to
the extreme wind conditions we experience from time to time at SMR.
Clubhouse
The clubhouse remains closed. The Board will discuss safely reopening at the September meeting.
Book Nook
Jill Ballesteros and her team continue to provide outstanding literary selections for SMR residents.
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Roads
Speeding on SMR streets was discussed at the June Board meeting.
The Roads committee presented some of the best practices for
“traffic calming”, which is the combination of physical devices and
community support to reduce vehicle speeds. There is consensus
in the field that there is no single, simple solution to traffic
problems that will satisfy residents, is effective, and meets good
engineering practices and standards.
However, it is accepted that the most effective approach is to build awareness among the community (SMR residents)
about speeding. Our speed limits were set with the goal of allowing safe and efficient driving in our community, and
we all need to adhere to them. Studies have shown that about 70% of speeding violators live on or within a few blocks
of the street that they speed on. So, it is generally us, the residents, who speed and not visitors. It is incumbent on us
to drive safely in our community!
Speed humps are the only physical device that is guaranteed to slow traffic and prevent speeding. Although speed
humps are a solution, we all know how irritating it is to drive on Territory with its 9 and 11 speed humps. Speed
humps were installed in SMR when the roads were originally paved, but they were removed months later due to
resident outcry against them. Although they would be appropriate for SMR, the vast majority of us would not want
to have them installed on our streets.
As our signs say, only you can prevent speed humps!
John Mitchell
Roads Chair, roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992
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Nominating Committee
We are continuing with our effort to recruit active members and a
chair for the recreation committee. The current chair, Jay Flaherty,
has served for the last three years and will have completed his term
this coming December. We ask that those of you with interest and
experience with swimming pools consider joining the Recreation
committee.
We are building a Recreation committee that divides the work and
responsibilities up among its members and avoids putting too much of a burden on any one person. Since Jay Flaherty
retires in December, we have several months for new committee members to be mentored and organized. We do have
a contractor, Economy Pools, to help maintain the pools and spas in good working order. However, Economy requires
oversight and the input from the committee in order to meet our needs.
As you know, SMR is unique among the Fairfield HOAs in that we are the only one that is run by a volunteer Board.
We are responsible for the entire operation of our community – the pool, landscaping, architectural design, roads, and
all the other aspects that make SMR a desirable place to live. We need volunteers for all of our committees to avoid
hiring a company to manage our community operation.
Please contact me if you would like to volunteer or to discuss what would be involved with managing our pool.
John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
Hospitality is on hiatus for the rest of the summer. We hope
you are enjoying the monsoons!
SAVE THE DATE!!
All new homeowners that moved here in 2020 that were not
able to attend our new neighbor event in May, and all new
2021 homeowners, please mark your calendar for the next
new neighbor event on September 18th from 4:30 - 6:00. We
will hold it once again in Chico Woods, which is at the corner
of Colorada and Sendero Chico. Drinks and appetizers will be served, and you will have a chance to meet a number
of board members, who will speak about the role of the board and committees, as well as volunteer opportunities.
Speaking of volunteer opportunities, the board is currently looking for volunteers for the recreation committee. As
Hospitality Committee chairs, we know that we would not be able to put on events throughout the year without the
help of our volunteers.
Please email John Mitchell @nominations@smrhoa.com or Allen Hile at volunteer@smrhoa.com for further
information.
You can reach us at hospitality@smrhoa.com
Colleen and Ron, Hospitality Chairs
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Architecture
A subject that has been the focus of the committee recently is
the question of what constitutes the “Mission Revival” style
put forth in the Architectural Design Reference (ADR). This is
the “look and feel” for choosing exterior architectural features
and is clearly stated in the first sentence of the ADR.
Adherence to the Mission Revival style guides the
determinations and decisions of our committee. Born of
conversation (and some conflict), the committee is working on
simple and clear examples to help residents with their
selections. These are examples only and do not include sources because the committee is not permitted to make direct
vendor recommendations. Instead, the samples are meant to give residents an idea of the attributes the committee
considers suitable. It is NOT a statement of the committee’s personal likes, preferences or tastes, but as stated, is what
the committee agrees is in keeping with the Mission Revival style guidelines.
Before formulation of your protest, let me state that the committee is aware that there exist finishes within SMR that
do not adhere to the Mission Revival style. At various points in time, committee approval may not have been required
and/or the committee at that time did not themselves follow the stated guidelines. The current committee members
agreed and voted to follow the ADR. Additionally, the SMR board voted to support the committee’s efforts in
following the Mission Revival guidelines as directed in the ADR. These directives were put in place for a reason, have
served SMR for over thirty years, and continue to keep the quality of physical and visual aesthetics we have come to
identify with Sunrise Mountain Ridge. We ask the community to support our efforts to follow the ADR.
****************
DID YOU KNOW?
Examples of Mission Revival lighting styles are posted on the Architecture link.
****************
The first document of samples concerns exterior lighting. If you are thinking of updating your exterior lamps, please
take a look at the examples put together for your convenience before submitting your project application. Again, these
are not sourced but rather give an idea of the qualities that make the Mission Revival style. The committee devoted
time and energy to its research as a convenience to the community and hope you will avail yourselves of its
information. A link to the document is found at the bottom of the Architecture link of the SMR website
http://smrhoa.com/Mission Revival Exterior Light Fixture Samples.pdf.
We hope that homeowners will find these examples helpful and, as always, we look forward to working together in
keeping our community beautiful.
Enjoy these dog days of summer,
Janet
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
520-526-5571
REMINDER #1: If you plan to sell your SMR home, please contact resale@smrhoa.com or phone Angie Perryman
at 520-615-4074 before putting your house on market and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
REMINDER #2: If you are contemplating any exterior project work, please check the Architectural Design Reference
(ADR) or contact me BEFOREHAND regarding the SMR Project Application requirement. Failure to this may result
in a fine, unnecessary delays and/or expensive revisions.
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Volunteer Liaison
Volunteers make us better! That’s an excellent slogan for SMR.
This community is better –better than other communities, and better
than SMR itself would otherwise be – because it is completely
managed and operated by the owners. We pay no management
company to decide things for us or tell us how something should be
done. We do it ourselves. And we do a damned good job of it –
much better than my old condo in Arlington, Virginia that had quite
a top-heavy and costly management company. Even with that
company in the picture, resident oversight committees were necessary to make sure things got done on time and
correctly. In SMR we eliminate the costly middleman and do it better ourselves.
As you may know from our notices on the community bulletin boards and the email blast, SMR currently needs people
with interest – and if possible, some experience or expertise – in taking care of the swimming pools and the spas.
Experience is not required, however. Jay Flaherty, the current chair of Recreation who knows all about pools, is
available to train and mentor willing volunteers until his term is over in December. He has done a super job for us, but
he is ready to pass the baton to someone new. Here is a chance to learn something new while serving the entire
community in an area where we have a real need The rewards of volunteering for service to SMR are many. I think
the best testimony on that subject comes from our volunteers themselves. I think it is particularly important to hear
from folks who are relatively new to the community and are volunteering. That’s why I am setting out below my
interview with Catherine Meyler who volunteered for the Landscape Committee shortly after moving to SMR last
year.
Allen: Catherine, thank you for agreeing to answer a few questions about volunteering. Tell us a little about yourself.
Catherine: After over thirty years spent working at the University of Rochester and raising three children to
productive adulthood in Pittsford NY, my husband Josh and I set our sights on the American Southwest as an escape
from snowy, cold winters and a place to live out our retirement years. We love the outdoors, good food and travel. I
like to say that we crossed the Mississippi in the covered wagon train (Penske truck and my small SUV) and rolled
into a very hot Tucson in mid-July of 2019. We rented a lovely property in the Sunrise Presidio Townhomes HOA for
a little over a year and solidified our plans to live here permanently. On my very first drive down Territory toward
Basha’s, the beautiful Fairfield neighborhoods and Santa Catalina mountains surrounding me, I said aloud to myself:
“This is the place”. We shopped for homes during the COVID-19 Pandemic and after a couple of adjustments to the
want vs need list, found 6770 E Loma Del Bribon. We moved into SMR in October 2020.
Allen: What prompted you to volunteer for the Landscape Committee?
Catherine: There is a quote attributed to June Carter Cash that struck me many years ago when I watched the movie
“Walk the Line”. When asked by her husband Johnny what she wanted from life, she said: “I’m just trying to matter”.
That simple response summed up how I feel about life in retirement. I've been very privileged and fortunate in my
lifetime. I am a retired Nurse, and I loved my job. Being a mother is the most important thing I've ever done. When
Josh and I retired from our respective jobs (he was a Chemistry Professor), I needed to continue to contribute, to be
useful.
I was introduced to SNAP (Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program) and became a volunteer in the late Summer
of 2019. I am still volunteering with SNAP, and it has enriched my life.
When we became homeowners in SMR, it was a given that I would volunteer for the HOA. I love the idea that the
HOA is run by volunteer residents. This gives us control over our expenditures, surroundings and lifestyle that is not
always possible with a management company. But it can’t work if there aren't enough people willing to volunteer. I
believe that when we buy into an HOA like ours, we have a responsibility to do our part.
I am not a particularly skilled or knowledgeable gardener, but I love the beauty of the plant life here in the desert and
I enjoy puttering in my yard. When I ran into Eloise at a gathering for new residents, I let her know what I had already
learned about the Landscape committee from the SMR website and that I might be interested. She followed up with
me, we met to discuss and before I knew it, I became the (wet behind the proverbial ears) Rep for Zone 7.
Allen: So far, what, if anything, do you enjoy about volunteering?
Catherine: I enjoy feeling more connected to SMR. There is something very interesting about sitting in a meeting
with your colleagues on a committee and hearing about the issues the committee has to contend with, the variety of
problems that come up and how these problems are resolved. You learn what it takes every day to keep our
neighborhood safe and beautiful and one to be proud of - the work each committee and the Board are tasked with as
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stewards of SMR. This doesn't happen by accident - intellectually we all know this, but when you actually become
involved in the process it really is driven home that it takes work, planning, compromise, cooperation and
cohesiveness. I now pay attention to our surroundings in a way I didn't before, and I take nothing for granted.
It was daunting for me to step into the role of Zone 7 Rep right as the rotation for work in the zone was beginning.
However, I felt, and continue to feel, very supported by the committee and in particular Eloise, the committee Chair.
In addition, our landscape contractor Darrin Seidel is very easy to work with, professional and an expert. I have
enjoyed learning from Darrin about the history of SMR, native plants and the times of year when it is best to do and
not do things. I also derive satisfaction from responding to the reports of problems in my zone from fellow residents.
Allen: Would you encourage others to volunteer, and if so, what would you say to encourage them to do so?
Catherine: Volunteering in our own community opens us up to the opportunity to get to know more of our neighbors,
some of whom we might otherwise not get to know.
It is rewarding to work with people toward a common goal. We all bring to the table expertise, talents and experience,
as well as a tapestry of personality traits. The more involvement there is, the greater the benefit to our community and
the value of our investments. Every person has something valuable to contribute and there is a lot to learn when you
put yourself out there - new information, new acquaintances, new stuff about yourself and what you are capable of
doing.
The SMR website is very informative and it’s a good place to start as you think about how you would like to contribute.
Allen: Thank you again, Catherine.
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile
Chair, Volunteer Liaison

Neighborhood Watch
Hello SMR Neighbors…
The SMR Neighborhood Watch Committee is comprised of 25
SMR residents who serve as Block Captains along the 13 streets
that comprise our SMR neighborhood. See the attached listing
to get to know your Block Captain.
The Block Captain’s responsibility to get to know you, and it
will help you to get to know your Block Captain.
Your Block Captain monitors security issues on your block and
makes the Sheriff’s Department aware of security breaches or vandalism in your neighborhood.
Block Captains welcome all new owners and renters on your block with a visit to deliver a useful Welcome Package
containing helpful information about our remarkable neighborhood. Additional copies are available from your Block
Captain if you could use one.
Your Block Captain is your “go to person” for information about our SMR neighborhood and our HOA. It is important
that your Block Captain has current contact information for you and your family, along with emergency contact
information should it be necessary to reach you during a vacation or an emergency. Please complete the Resident
Information and Emergency Contact form included in this newsletter if you need to revise your information. Please
send your completed form to your Block Captain and to Herb Burton at database@smrhoa.com. This is particularly
important for Renters in the SMR community so that the HOA can communicate with you about the HOA activities
throughout the year.
And, finally, your Block Captain will help you ensure that your post lamp is lit, providing light and safety along our
streets. So, with all these benefits, get to know your Block Captain. They are there to help. The list of Block Captains
and the Resident Information and Emergency Contact form are at the end of this Newsletter, after the Photo Gallery.
Bob Shaff
SMR Neighborhood Watch Chair, 520-981-0648
Neighborhood@smrhoa.com
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Database
The new SMR Directory contains all of the updated
information.
Please submit any updates, changes,
corrections and new information to: database@smrhoa.com
Welcome to Sunrise Mountain Ridge!
Chris Gilbert and Carol Saturansky; 6850 E Via Colorada
Chris: 415-568-7363; cgilbert2@gmail.com
Carol: 415-359-6529; carol.saturansky@gmail.com
Monica Quinlan; 4381 N. Vereda Rosada
520-907-2592; moniquin1@icloud.com
Herb Burton
Database Chair

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address,
and be submitted by the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except
for a combined mid-summer issue on July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must
submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.
"Custom-made, solid wood desk and hanging bookcases with underlighting."
Elisa Mitchell
Penoso
520-243-0123
egm2901@msn.com

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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SNAP phone: 520- 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program July Notes:
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP) wants to help our neighbors connect to area resources. We
have compiled lists of restaurants (with delivery and pickup information) and sources for home delivered
meals. These resource lists are available on our website under the Resources tab.
At SNAP we continue our commitment to providing support to our older neighbors. If you know of a neighbor
who SNAP can assist, we can be reached at 520-437-9556 or info@sunrisesnap.org.
Lynda Stites
Volunteer Program Manager
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP)
new mailing address:
6890 E. Sunrise Drive, Suite 120-298
Tucson, AZ 85750
www.sunrisesnap.org(c) 520.427.8208
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.

Baby Doves – Herb Burton
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