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Sunrise Mountain Ridge Newsletter
fax: 520-203-0223
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hotline@smrhoa.com
Website: www.smrhoa.com
Database updates:
database@smrhoa.com

Classes
Yoga: Nancy Bower 834-2187

SNAP phone and website:

Newsletter Editor

437-9556

Alan Frankle, 208-721-0573

Spanish: Cynthia Clark 425-5848

www.sunrisesnap.org

pubs@smrhoa.com

Water Aerobics
Joy Jensen 577-8208

Clubhouse reservations:

Publications Chair

Email or Call Kathie Flaherty,

Alan Frankle, 395-8502

mjensen1@msn.com

389-8168
facilities_reservations@smrhoa.com

pubs@smrhoa.com
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President’s Remarks
I received an email the other day from Alan Frankle (editor and publisher of the
newsletter) reminding me that I had to have my newsletter article sent to him in a few
days to be included in the September newsletter. I was transported back to my school
days and the sense of panic I felt when I remembered that a book report was due after
an extended vacation and I hadn’t even read the book. Once I came to my senses and
the fear had subsided, I realized I could write my article by continuing the school
analogy with another exercise we had to do every year on the first day of school. It
was called write a report on “What I did this summer!”.
Because of the COVID-19 virus I couldn’t go far from home, so I stayed at the Sunrise Mountain Ridge resort. During cooler parts of
the day I could take walks on safe, well-kept roads just taking in the beautiful views of the mountains and the city. I would meet friendly
people from all over the United States and sometimes other countries and they would tell interesting stories about where they were from
and what they did for a living. There is a lot of wildlife and interesting plants to see throughout the lovely, maintained area. There was
a tennis and pickleball court and when it got too hot you could go swimming or relax in the spas. After dark I would sit outside and
enjoy the lights of the city and the occasional light show from the lightning in the distance. The resort staff worked very hard to maintain
the area and keep the guests happy. It was such a nice place to visit I think I would really enjoy living there.
OK, it’s a juvenile attempt to show you how hard your homeowners association works for you to make SMR a great place to live. It
may be hot, but the work doesn’t stop so please join me in giving the board, committee members and other volunteers a big thank you
for all they do.
The next board meeting is scheduled for September 10th at 9:00 am. It seems the COVID-19 restrictions may still be in place by that
time so the meeting will be held via teleconferencing. If you are interested in joining the meeting contact me at president@smrhoa.com
and I will email instructions to you.
If you are interesting in joining the board or become a volunteer you can contact John Mitchell at nominating@smrhoa.com or Allen
Hile at volunteer@smrhoa.com.
Some people write lockdown because they can’t spell kwarinteen!
Stay cool, healthy and talk to you next month,
Jim
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com, Ph: 520-744-8208
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Landscape
As I am writing this article, we are working through a very hot and dry August. We
have two more wildfires, one on Mica Mountain in the Rincons and the other in the
Tortolitas. This combination of weather and fire underlies this month’s article.
First, as those of you who are here in SMR or carefully checking our website will
know, we posted a list of Hot Weather Landscape Tips, which our landscape
contractor Darrin Seidel provided. I am hoping to make these Tips a seasonal event
as we move through the year. Darrin is a wonderful educator as well as an
outstanding guardian of our SMR landscape. He explained to me, for example, that
during extreme heat, we should not trim agave petals that are storing water for the
plant. Better to wait for rain or cooler temperatures. You can see the full list of Do’s and Don’ts posted on our Bulletin Boards or online
at http://smrhoa.com/LS%20Hot%20Weather.html. I hope to have Cool Weather Tips for the November Newsletter.
Second, with respect to wildfires, in mid-July, I met with the State Fire Prevention and Mitigation Officer to discuss how we can mitigate
the risks from wildfires here in SMR. This representative of the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management came down
from Phoenix to tour SMR. I learned that, in general, the risk of wildfire in SMR is low to moderate. Our tour focused on individual
properties, as well as the Common Areas. The major takeaways:
• Look for a “ladder” of trees or bushes that could carry fire to a home and trim accordingly.
• Look at the house and yards for combustible materials you should remove.
We have posted a detailed description of the advice on our website along with handouts and internet links the Officer provided.
http://smrhoa.com/Firewise.html
I also want to pass along some advice from Rural Metro Fire:
• Clear a 50-foot area of “defensible space” around your house.
(Defensible space is an area around the building that is free of highly flammable dead and dry vegetation, including dead leaves
and branches.) https://www.ruralmetrofire.com/wildland-fire-safety.html
Turning to our regular landscape activities, Darrin and his team are currently working in Zone 3, which comprises the northside of
Bribon and the southeast end of Trocha Alegre. I expect he will finish Zone 3 and begin Zone 4 by the time you are reading this article.
Zone 4 includes Placita del Tio, Paseo Penoso, and part of Sendero Chico. During the extreme heat, our landscaping focus is on cleanup of dead or failing plants, weed removal, light tree trimming, and other general maintenance tasks.
We have about 38 acres of developed Common Areas in SMR, and the amount of work to maintain it all is challenging. We try also to
respond to resident requests for particular items that are of concern in the zone we are focusing on. We aim to get to each of the eight
landscape zones twice in a 12-month period. Some zones are larger overall than others or have more common area acreage than others,
and therefore require more time. Every zone rotation is inevitably interrupted by necessary work in other areas: fixing broken irrigation
lines, removing a fallen tree or stalk, hand-watering a recent planting, or addressing excessive weed growth. You are welcome to tell
me or your Zone Representative when you have a particular concern or request, but please understand that we may say addressing your
issue will have to wait until we get to your next zone rotation. To see the zone maps and representatives, check out:
http://smrhoa.com/Landscaping.html
I want to remark again how wonderful it is to walk around our little world in the early morning hours and see so many of you out
walking, biking, running, swimming and playing racquet sports. I hope everyone continues in good health and positive spirits. And
best wishes too to those of you outside SMR, enjoying cooler weather (unless you are in Death Valley).
Comments, questions, conversation? I am available. landscape@smrhoa.com
Eloise Gore
Landscape Committee Chair
Landscape@SMRHOA.com
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Recreation
All SMR recreation facilities continue to operate under the State and County Covid
19 restrictions. For pools/spa locations and tennis/pickleball we are required to:
Only allow a maximum of 10 people inside the gated areas at one time.
Maintain 6 feet of social distancing if you are in or out of the pools/spas or inside the
tennis/picklball court.
Post notice that if you are sick or not feeling well please do not use the facilities.
Spas can only accommodate maximum of 3 people to maintain social distancing
requirement.
Residents are reminded that SMR does not provide wipes or hand sanitizer at our facilities. Please bring your own. Lounge chairs and
tables and chairs have been limited to promote distancing at the pool and spa locations.
We continue to monitor the Governor’s weekly updates for any changes to the restrictions.
WE ARE LIMITING USE OF FACILITIES TO RESIDENTS AND OVERNIGHT GUESTS ONLY
There have been a few instances of pool gates/bathroom doors being kept open with rocks. It is a clear violation of Pima County Health
to keep open and unlocked a pool gate. If discovered upon a County spot inspection it would result in the closure and possible fine for
the facility. Open restroom doors allow insects, rodents and snakes to enjoy the shade our restroom facilities provide in the hot months.
PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL GATES AND RESTROOM DOORS ARE CLOSED AND LOCKED.
The Clubhouse remains closed with no date established for reopening.
Pickleball players have been braving the heat and continuing play M, Th. Sat. mornings at 7:00 and Tuesday evening at 7:00. Welcome
to new players Nancy Heisner and Marc and Laura Blais.
I can be reached at recreation@smrhoa.com with any comments or concerns.
Jay Flaherty

Architecture
This is the second summer I’ve lived in Tucson and anticipated the dreaded or,
depending on your point of view, delightful monsoon season. Thus far,
monsoons haven’t shown me much but perhaps I should watch what I wish for.
Otherwise, it has been a summer of endless concern about water, plants and
functioning A/C.
*****************
DID YOU KNOW?
Dunn-Edwards Paints offers a ‘sample’ size that is great for touchups inside or out.
*****************
For those of us who stayed in Tucson, images of our lovely Santa Catalinas taking on the Bighorn fire are among 2020 summer memories.
Steady news updates, explanation of evacuation zones, the endurance of 1000+ fire fighters and wave upon wave of stories of people
helping people set the tone for most of July.
Not long after the fire was contained, fellow SMR board member and colleague, Eloise Gore, invited a representative from the Arizona
Department of Forestry and Fire Management to visit and advise, regarding the SMR Firewise designation and protection of
property. Some of the following information has been gleaned from Eloise’s report to the board and may overlap with her Landscape
Committee newsletter submission.
The State Fire Prevention and Mitigation Officer provided useful information including architectural considerations for fire protection.
These include suggestions for replacement window and door material, skylights, eaves and precautions to take if leaving your home
during fire season.
In general, the risk of wildfire in SMR is low to moderate and would come, if at all, from the immediate areas around us rather than
from the Catalina Mountains. In his review, the officer’s focus was on mitigating the impact of a fire rather than analyzing potential
sources.
With respect to home construction: skylights should ideally be glass rather than plastic or fiberglass; windows and sliders should be
double-pane tempered glass; all exterior wood should be treated with fire retardant; and, when replacing exterior wooden doors
consider choosing doors made of composite construction.
September 2020
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I would urge all residents to view the new link available on smrhoa.com located at the extreme lower right corner of the home page.
This new Fire Protection and Mitigation Guidance link gives residents access to information the Arizona Department of Forestry and
Fire Management provides to the public. Specific to architecture, please review the additional links (located on the right side within
the Guidance link) that include information about coatings, eaves, roofing and skylights. The information is not only practical but
important.
Eloise has indicated that she will be arranging a community wide event with the same mitigation officer in the fall. It could be an
opportunity to ask questions specific to your home and circumstances. And, if you happen to cross paths with Eloise, please offer your
thanks for taking the lead on SMR fire safety. After this summer’s experience I am terrifically grateful for her initiative.
By way of conclusion, and in the well-sung words of Eric Clapton, “let it rain, let it rain…”
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
REMINDER #1: If you plan to sell your SMR home, please contact resale@smrhoa.com or phone Angie Perryman at 520615-4074 before putting your house on market and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
REMINDER #2: If you are contemplating any exterior project work, please check the Architectural Design Reference (ADR)
or contact me BEFOREHAND regarding the SMR Project Application requirement. Failure to this may result in a fine,
unnecessary delays and/or expensive revisions.

Roads
It’s been a hot summer, and our roads, like us, always take a beating in the hot sun.
The new coating we applied in June appears to be holding up well on the roads.
Although it’s not strictly a Roads issue, I’d like to comment on parking on our streets.
Street parking is allowed for only for brief periods of time, such as for a social event
or for commercial services. Parking on our sidewalks is expressly prohibited. Street
parking permits for extended periods of time or for overnight may be issued by the
SMR Board.
Our streets are 24 feet wide, which is narrower than most new residential streets. When a car or truck is parked on one side of the street,
although there is room for one car to pass easily, one needs to slow down to pass safely. If cars are parked on both sides of the street
opposite each other, the space between them is really tight. One needs to drive very slowly between the two vehicles.
So, please be aware of safety when you park on the street and follow these guidelines:
1. Park as close to the curb as you can, but don’t go up on the curb or sidewalk.
2. Avoid parking across from a car parked on the opposite side of the street.
3. Don’t park closer than 3 car lengths from an intersection.
4. Remember, the SMR speed limit is 25 mph.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
Unfortunately, Leslie and I do not foresee being able to hold any events through
the end of the year. Covid cases are coming down across Arizona, but it is due
to all of the social distancing protocols being practiced by most Arizonans. We
don't see that changing any time in the near future, precluding us from holding
any kind of events for the next few months at a minimum.
While we are sad to be saying this, we just can't jeopardize anyone's health or
safety until the pandemic is under control. We will miss holding the Fall
events, particularly the December Potluck, which has always been one of the most fun and attended of the year's events.
Stay safe and healthy. This too will pass...
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
September 2020
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hospitality@smrhoa

Nominating Committee
With fall approaching, the Nominating Committee is firming up the successors for the
retiring Chairs. We think we have all potential openings filled and will be reporting
our nominations as the Annual Meeting approaches.
As always, we are interested in providing volunteer opportunities for our residents.
Please contact me if you are interested in serving on a committee or the Board.

John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Neighborhood Watch
Welcome back snowbirds. We missed you. Hopefully, our weather will cool off
soon, and we will return to the beautiful days of Tucson’s fall season.
CALL FOR BLOCK CAPTAIN VOLUNTEERS:
Your SMR Neighborhood Watch Committee is here to help you…with answers to
your questions about our HOA…with any security concerns…or, simply to point
you to the right person in our community. We are a group of 21 SMR neighbors,
with 1-5 of us living on every street in SMR.
We currently have
3 vacancies among our ranks. I am looking for volunteers to join Neighborhood
Watch as Block Captains on Carrillo, Ferreo, and Rosada. Sorry, but the Block Captain positions on all the other streets are taken at the
moment.
The current contact information for our 21 Block Captains is available on our website at:
http://www.smrhoa.com/NW%20Committee%20022120%20(CURRENT).pdf
Please let me know if you would be interested being an SMR Block Captain.
NEW RESIDENT AND EMERGENCY INFORMATION FORM:
It has been difficult to collect the SMR New Resident and Emergency Information Form from new owners and especially from new
renters in SMR. Existing owners and renters might want to update their information (new cell phone #, new emergency contact, etc.).
Having this information in the SMR database is the only way we can contact you in case of emergency and is the only way we can
communicate with you on SMR happenings. If you are in any of these categories, please complete or update your information by
completing the form available at: http://www.smrhoa.com/Online%20Resident%20Information%20Form%20-%20Fillable.pdf
When completed, please forward to database@smrhoa.com
Bob Shaff
SMR Neighborhood Watch Chair
Neighborhood@smrhoa.com
520-981-0648

Volunteer Liaison
This month, we have three SMR couples to tell us a bit about their experiences as
SMR volunteers. In alphabetical order, they are: The Burtons (Sylvia and Herb);
The Coles (Sue and Bob); and the Glassers (Sandy and Larry). These six people
have an aggregate 88 years as members of the SMR community, and collective
volunteer service totaling more than 70 years, as best we can calculate.
The Burtons have lived in SMR some 19 years. Sylvia says that she “began
volunteering almost immediately” after moving to SMR “but only for part time
activities” because initially they were snowbirds. She notes that being part timers did not prevent her participation on the Landscape
Committee, first as Secretary (“I always have served as Secretary on committees,” she adds) and eventually, Chair, but it required a
September 2020
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little flexibility and creativity, including having Bill Salisbury co-Chair during her summers in Vermont. A little cooperation made it
work.
Herb’s volunteering began as a manageable little gig and snowballed into what almost amounts to a second career. The initial gig was
to help Jim Sanders produce the SMR Newsletter. When Herb started volunteering, however, Jim was wearing many other hats, so it
wasn’t long until Herb was publishing the Newsletter himself. Although too modest to say so, he must have been pretty good at it,
because, “Soon I was handling all of the publications duties, including the annual directory, the annual meeting letter, and also
maintaining the website.” Then, about a decade ago the person maintaining the SMR database (containing contact information about
owners and their tenants) wanted to pass the baton, “so I picked that up too,” he says. “Sometime in there, I also served a three-year
term as an SMR HOA Director.”
As if this were not enough, Herb recounts that about 2014, “Jim Sanders and I recommended to the Board that we should establish an
electronic repository for all of the SMR HOA documents. So, working with Janet Andrews, we established a file system, subscribed to
Dropbox, and began moving all of the files we and others had . . . [amassed] . . .into Dropbox. Janet helped us and the Board enormously
by developing a Users Manual for board members.” While other SMR volunteers eventually stepped forward to take over the Newsletter
(now expertly produced, edited, and published by Alan Frankle) and most of the other jobs, Herb has resumed managing the database.
Looking back over all his experience, starting with that tiny little gig as a helper, Herb reflects that, “I have to say, I have enjoyed serving
in all the various ways, and I always found the other Board members and Committee chairs to be great colleagues. SMR HOA has been
very fortunate to continue to have a volunteer Board. I urge all of our homeowners to volunteer - either as members of one of our many
committees or as a Board member. Our community depends on volunteers to continue to be the best-managed HOA in the foothills.”
Sylvia strikes a similar theme: “I hope that our new residents will step up and volunteer - not having a management company is a big
reason SMR is such a wonderful place to live. I always encourage new residents to do their part.”
The Glassers started volunteering only a month or two after moving to SMR in December of 2013. At a January 2014 welcome
reception for new homeowners, Dick McGann -- at that time Roads Chair -- persuaded Larry to join the Roads Committee. Larry
continued with that group throughout 2014 and 2015.
Inspired by conversation at that same reception, Sandy decided to join the Architecture Committee. Sandy has a keen interest in plants
and gardening, however, so when an opening came on the Landscape Committee, she jumped at the chance to join to that group. Up to
the present time Sandy remains an enthusiastic member of Landscape, and also “multitasks” as a block captain for the Neighborhood
Watch Committee. She also assists with the logistics and procedures for the Annual Meetings.
Larry switched from Roads to Architecture in 2016 and served a successful stint as Chair during 2016 and 2017. In 2018, Larry was
elected President of the SMR Board. After that, he resumed his work as a member of the Architecture Committee and stepped up
temporarily in 2019 to Chair the Committee.
When asked which volunteer activity was for her most rewarding, Sandy answered, “It’s hard for me to choose, as there are great people
on all the Committees and Boards I’ve been on. Everyone is conscientious, knows their area of experience, and works together to achieve
improvement for SMR. I have enjoyed every committee I have been on.” She added that she especially enjoys the Landscape Committee
because it offers so many opportunities to help beautify SMR’s common areas
Larry and Sandy “strongly encourage everyone in SMR to get involved on a committee.” Based on their experience “usually, with
everyone working together, it’s not a burden to any one member. You learn a lot about how the HOA functions and best of all, you meet
a great group of people that are your friends and neighbors.”
The Coles have lived in SMR “since 2001, nineteen very enjoyable years,” they report. Early on, Sue joined the Landscape Committee.
“As a gardener coming from the Mid-West, I wanted to learn about the desert plants. Landscape has always been my gig. I was also on
the Book Nook committee when it first started.” Bob’s volunteer work began when “Don Pelly recruited me in about 2007-8 to be on
the Architecture Committee, and I have served on the committee since then. As we all know, the committee has been very successful in
maintaining the SMR standards, helping us to be one of the best Fairfield communities.”
Bob was elected a Director in 2015 and served as the Treasurer for three years. He is proud to have contributed to the “continued . . .
successful management of our HOA with community volunteers, [who have] . . . served us so well since our inception.” Before being
a Director, Bob filled in for six months as chairman of the Recreation Committee, during which time the pool decks were resurfaced for
the first time since they were installed in the mid 1980’s. Both Sue and Bob have also volunteered for other projects and tasks that have
come up from time to time.
When asked what she has liked best about her work as a volunteer, Sue’s response was:
“I most enjoyed improvement projects working with Darrin to enhance the various Landscape zones that were my
assignment. I also enjoyed meeting neighbors and working with them in the various zones I represented. I have worked
in almost every zone. Darrin and I re-designed the Tio Circle. I was on the committee that re-designed Colorada Hill. We
put the lighted pillars up and totally re-planted it with native cacti. Some of you may remember that there were juniper
bushes on that hill, which were water hogs and required constant maintenance. Our committee also re-rip rapped the hill
when the project was done. I also co-chaired with Sue Triplett when she re-designed the Carrillo Hill. We removed the
high maintenance olive trees and replanted with native cacti. I am presently in zone 3 (just started).”
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Bob says his most enjoyable work was “probably. . . my time as Director/Treasurer, because of the opportunity to work with the HOA
Board members and to continue the successful management of our Association. We are unique in that we have successfully managed
our Association with volunteers.”
Asked if they had any advice for folks who might be giving thought to volunteering, Sue emphatically urged, “DO IT!! You will get
to know some wonderful folks and have fun while improving SMR. Coming from all parts of the country and all backgrounds, everyone
has something to offer. Everyone has something to learn, as well. Everything I know about the desert plants came from serving on [the
Landscape] Committee.” Bob adds: “It’s a wonderful way to become involved and to feel a part of the community. Our volunteers have
always worked well together, and your time spent is very rewarding.”
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile, Chair Volunteer Liaison

Database
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com
Welcome to Sunrise Mountain Ridge!
Raymond McKeefery
4507 N Placita del Tio; rmckeefery@gmail.com
Changes
Sandie Businger; change email address to usbusinger@yahoo.com

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.
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To empower and assist our older adult neighbors as they age in place, Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program (SNAP) would like to
remind you to be mindful of those who may need help with food or other necessities and who would appreciate a caring call or card.
At SNAP we continue our commitment to providing support to our older neighbors throughout these challenging times and beyond. If
you know of a neighbor who SNAP can assist, we can be reached at 520-437-9556 or, info@sunrisesnap.org.
We will inform you of what services we are able to offer during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program
SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org

Bashas' Community Support Card Program
This is another great way to support SNAP!

If you regularly shop at Basha's or its partner store, AJs Fine Foods, you can support SNAP through their
Community Support Program.

Just purchase a Basha's card from SNAP for $25 and use the card at either store for the same amount. You can add
money to the card to reload it at Bashas or AJs as well, and they will continue to donate to SNAP when the card is
used.

Basha's will donate 6% of the amount purchased with these cards to SNAP.
Call the SNAP Line at 520-437-9556 or email us to get your card!
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Please Support Our Advertisers
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Please Support our Advertisers
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.
Where have all the owls gone? Phil Malan
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Enjoying the sunset – Joyce Percy
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