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Sunrise Mountain Ridge Newsletter
fax: 520-203-0223
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Website: www.smrhoa.com
Database updates:
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Classes
Yoga: Nancy Bower 834-2187

SNAP phone and website:

Newsletter Editor

437-9556

Alan Frankle, 208-721-0573

Spanish: Cynthia Clark 425-5848

www.sunrisesnap.org

pubs@smrhoa.com

Water Aerobics
Joy Jensen 577-8208

Clubhouse reservations:

Publications Chair

Email or Call Kathie Flaherty,

Alan Frankle, 395-8502

mjensen1@msn.com

389-8168
facilities_reservations@smrhoa.com

pubs@smrhoa.com
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President’s Remarks
Finally! The earth has begun to wobble in our favor and the temperatures are starting
to drop to where the air conditioner can stop running for a whole 15 minutes during
the day. Okay, that is a bit of an exaggeration, but the daytime temperatures are
getting easier to tolerate.
Actually, I think we have been pretty fortunate with everything that is going on in the
rest of the U.S. between COVID-19, west coast wildfires, civil unrest in some major
cities, hurricanes in the southeast and an odd football season. We’ve been able to
enjoy our beautiful sunrises and sunsets along with the magnificent views of the
mountains and the city of Tucson. We’ve also been able to enjoy the beauty of our neighborhood and use of the pools and tennis court
because of the hard work of the SMR board and all the volunteers. Thank you to all for allowing us to maintain self-governance over
our community.
The annual association meeting is coming up November 10th and because the COVID-19 restrictions will probably still be in place the
board has decided to conduct the meeting on-line using ZOOM video conferencing. Many of you may already be familiar with this
software having used it with other organizations. The board has been holding the monthly meetings on-line since April of this year and
many of our neighbors have been able to join the meetings using ZOOM. Barbara Carbajal (SMR secretary) will be sending out the
usual packet for the annual meeting, sometime in October, and it will contain instructions for joining the meeting on-line. It will be
particularly important to return the ballots contained in the packet by mail or drop off since we are not meeting in person. Barbara and
I will be keeping everyone up to date by use of e-blasts as we get closer to the meeting date.
The next regularly scheduled board meeting is October 8th at 9:00 am. If you would like to join the meeting, contact me at
president@smrhoa.com and I will send you the instructions.
The next newsletter comes out the day after Halloween so I thought this would be appropriate – “Whenever I try to eat healthy a
chocolate bar looks at me and Snickers”.
Talk to you next month,
Jim
President, SMR HOA
Email: president@smrhoa.com, Ph: 520-744-8208
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Landscape
The record breaking hot and dry weather has continued through September. We are
keeping the irrigation running to water our Common Area plants during a time when
we had hoped we could reduce water consumption. But the temperatures have
dropped in the mornings and evenings, so we are looking forward to planting season.
Generally, as we move into October, we have enough rain and cool weather for new
plants and young trees and transplanting our perpetual crop of agave pups. It remains
to be seen how October weather will develop. I will be working on “Tips for Cooler
Weather,” which are basically that this is a great time for all garden activities. Being
optimistic, the Landscape Committee has prepared a list of plants, and a few small
trees, to purchase and plant in the coming weeks. This is the fun time of the year to work on enhancing the Common Areas in the zones.
Darrin and his team have devoted most of their time over the past several weeks to maintenance in Zone 3. This is the long and very
visible Common Area on the north side of Loma de Bribon from the West Pool to the East Pool and then up Trocha Alegre as far as
Plaza de Toros. They have clipped off the dried-out agave petals, raked up mesquite pods, trimmed overhanging branches, cleared out
the washes, and weeded everywhere. They also addressed several resident requests. But they also had to deal with a serious water leak
near the West Pool – a Sunday morning Geyser – and three leaks at the East Pool – a Wednesday afternoon puddling. This means it’s
time to replace the irrigation lines, which were installed about 25 years ago. Here’s a tip: that’s too long to wait for replacing or at least
re-evaluating drip irrigation lines, which generally last 10 to 15 years.
In October, we will first focus on Zone 4 (Placita del Tio; the eastside of Colorada from Placita del Tio to Pico del Monte; Paseo Penoso;
and the east side of Sendero Chico, including the woodsy area at Chico and Colorada). The zone activity will include the usual
maintenance and clean up, as well as planting new items as the cooling weather permits. We will also address longstanding resident
requests in this area. Thank you for your patience.
The positive side of the dry weather is the reduction in weed growth. Eventually we will get rain and those weeds will be back so please
remember that we all need to address the weeds in our yards. Perhaps due to the dry weather, I have noticed that many of the tall palm
trees visible on residents’ properties are in need of trimming. These dry brown fronds are not only unsightly but also potentially
hazardous in windy weather. Please take care your palms are trimmed, even if you are out of town. Our zone representatives will be
contacting homeowners about persistently dry brown fronds. As it happens, we need to trim the very tall palm at the East Pool, which
is too tall for Darrin’s equipment to reach. I have tried to hire another contractor to trim it, but he won’t come for just one palm. Please
let me know if you are hiring someone to trim your palms, and I will see if we can arrange for him to trim ours at the same time. Or, if
you don’t have a regular landscaper who trims your tall palms, let me know and perhaps we can identify enough palms to meet the
minimum for the contractor we use for the East Pool.
Last note: an interesting article from the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix about the negative effects of this dry weather on our iconic
Saguaros: https://dbg.org/saguaros-struggle-through-nonsoon/. The article includes cautionary advice about transplanting large
saguaros and why they so often fail.
Have a lovely October and please remember that, as it is planting season, we are happy to accept your plant donations; except we do not
need prickly pear, Americana agaves, or Chollas. We have plenty of those to use for transplanting.
Questions, comments, alerts about leaks or fallen branches? You can contact me at Landscape@SMRHOA.com.
Eloise Gore, Landscape Committee Chair

Recreation
The pools and spas were heavily used over the Summer months and equipment
continues to operate without any major issues. EKonomy will continue to service the
pools and spas 5 days per week as long as we are operating under State and County
Covid 19 restrictions and to make sure we are doing everything possible to keep the
pools and spas safe. Reminder that ONLY residents and OVERNIGHT guests are
permitted to use the facilities. No more than 10 people are permitted inside the gated
areas and spas are limited to a maximum of 3 people at a time. Social distancing in
or out of the water is practiced at the facilities.
PLEASE CLOSE AND LOCK GATES AND BATHROOM DOORS. AN OPEN POOL GATE IS A VIOLATION OF PIMA
COUNTY HEALTH LAW AND COULD RESULT IN A CLOSURE AND FINE.
The East pool will be re-plastered in the coming months. It has been 10 years since the last re-plastering and the surface is showing signs
of deterioration. When the resurfacing is scheduled the pool will be closed for 4-5 weeks. The East spa and West pool and spa will
remain open during this time.
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The tennis/pickle ball court will be closed the week of October 26th for court maintenance. SMR has the premier private tennis/pickle
ball court in the area and it has become a heavily used facility. The maintenance is intended to keep the court in top playing condition.
The clubhouse remains closed. No date for reopening has been established by the Board.
Jay Flaherty
recreation@smrhoa.com

Architecture
The effects of COVID on the activities of the Architecture Committee show it
to be a good time to renovate, refresh, remove and repair. There have been many
project applications, or at least it seems so to me. Perhaps it is because we are
spending more time at home and those ‘someday’ projects seem more obvious.
Perhaps it’s boredom, or maybe it just has to do with the aging out of fixtures,
windows, doors, roofs or systems. Whatever the cause, it has provided the
opportunity for me to connect with more SMR residents, which seems a bonus
for me. Remember, when thinking about any exterior improvements, please
refer to the Architectural Design Reference (ADR) for guidance on approvals, colors, procedures as well as specifics relative to your
intended project type.
*****************
DID YOU KNOW?
Snowbirds, review the handy Return to SMR Checklist at smrhoa.com/Architecture
*****************
And with mention of the SMR website, those of you who have recently returned may want to take time to peruse the new topics regarding
fire safety and consider any issues that may apply. The time to prepare is before, and not while faced with an emergency. Working out
fire procedures tailored to your particular circumstance in due time has the same advantage as a successful construction project: the best
ones are those that are planned well in advance of the actual work. In the case of fire safety, putting in place a plan allows for revision
as things change and may serve you well at the moment you need it. While I will apologize for stating the obvious, I don’t think good
advice is ever overstated.
Additionally, if you haven’t already done so, consider subscribing to Rural Metro Fire Department. It gave me peace of mind during
this summer’s events.
Happily anticipating the cooler days of fall,
Janet Pearce Foster, Chair
Email: architecture@smrhoa.com
REMINDER #1: If you plan to sell your SMR home, please contact resale@smrhoa.com or phone Angie Perryman at 520-6154074 before putting your house on market and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
REMINDER #2: If you are contemplating any exterior project work, please check the Architectural Design Reference (ADR)
or contact me BEFOREHAND regarding the SMR Project Application requirement. Failure to this may result in a fine,
unnecessary delays and/or expensive revisions.

Roads
In early June, we applied a new type of road preservative to several roads that were
repaved in the last two years. We are pleased with how well the coating has held up
over this incredibly hot summer, and we will continue to evaluate the coating over
the coming summer and winter. If we are satisfied that this coating performs better
than the other traditional coatings we have used, we plan to treat the remaining SMR
roads with the product. We would then follow the recommended schedule of
applying the coating every seven years. We expect that this product will extend the
life of our roads significantly and have a positive effect on our Reserve expenditures.
We plan to undertake three major projects in 2021:
1. The application of HA5 to Trocha Alegra, Arroyo Vacio, Plaza de Toros, Loma del Bribon, and Camino Ferreo.
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2. The application of slurry seal to the section of Bribon from the clubhouse to the dumpster (trash chute). This is the same material
that is used on the sidewalk on the side of lower Colorada.
3. The repaving of Via Bronzino.
With the completion of the Bronzino project, all of the original SMR roads will have been repaved. We anticipate that none of the SMR
roads will need repaving until 2050 at the earliest.
John Mitchell
Roads Chair
roads@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992

Hospitality Committee
Sadly, all events are on hold until it is safe to resume. This month we spent
some time taking inventory of our supplies so that we can replenish and be
ready the minute we can get together again.
Marc and Leslie Adams, Hospitality Chairs
hospitality@smrhoa.com

Nominating Committee
The SMR Annual Meeting will be held on November 10, 2020 via Zoom At this
meeting we will need to elect three Directors who will have finished terms: Eloise
Gore, who will have finished a two year appointment as Landscape Chair; Janet
Foster, who will have finished a one year appointment as Architecture Chair; and
Bruce Moore, who is moving from SMR. The Nominating Committee has contacted
three people who have agreed to volunteer their time and serve our community. The
three candidates we will nominate at the Annual Meeting to serve starting in 2021 are
Neil Schneider, Eloise Gore, and Janet Foster.
In addition, Leslie and Marc Adams will have served three years as Hospitality Chairs. The Board will appoint Colleen McAuliffe and
Ron Flynn as the new Hospitality Chairs for 2021.
SMR is unique among the Fairfield HOAs in that we are managed by a volunteer board instead of a management company. Our Board
consists of seven Directors who are elected by the SMR Members to serve three-year terms, with the terms staggered so that no more
than three new Directors are elected in any one year. If a Director is unable to finish their term, the Board appoints a Member to finish
out the term.
The Officers of the Board are the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. These officers are elected annually by the Board.
The Architecture, Landscape, and Nominating Committee chairs are also Directors and appointed to their positions by the Board. Since
its inception, the Board has created a number of committees to help carry out the important work of managing SMR. Currently, we
have the following committees: Hospitality, Neighborhood Watch, Publication, Recreation, Roads, Volunteer Liaison, and the IT group
(Archive, Database Publications and Website). The chairs of these committees are appointed by the Board.
Each of the committees has a number of members who help committee chairs carry out the needed activities in their sphere of
responsibility. As you can see, a very large number of you are essential to the successful operation of our community.
John Mitchell
Nomination Chair
nominations@smrhoa.com or 1-608-347-5992
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Neighborhood Watch
I am delighted to announce that with the addition of 3 new Block Captains, the
Neighborhood Watch Team is now complete, with 26 Block Captains serving the 13
streets in our SMR community.
Our 3 new Block Captains are:
Leslie Adams – Camino Ferreo.
You probably know Leslie from her service as SMR Hospitality Chair. She and
husband Marc planned and hosted the monthly SMR Hospitality events for the past
3 years, which is one of the most popular events that make SMR so special. (OK,
except for this year during the virus lockdowns). Welcome, Leslie.
Maureen Armijo – Camino de Carrillo
You’ll recognize Maureen by her delightful Scottish accent. She spent 25 years as an elementary school teacher in the Tanque Verde
School System, and loves being a grandmother to her daughter Jennifer’s children. Welcome aboard, Maureen.
Celia Balfour – Vereda Rosada
Celia has lived in SMR since 2004. She has degrees from Michigan State and University of Minnesota – Duluth, and has 2 children and
3 grandchildren, all living in or near Duluth, MN. Thank you for joining our team, Celia.
The complete roster and contact information of our 26 Block Captains is attached to this newsletter. Please keep this listing as a reference
and to get to know your personal Block Captain.

I am delighted to announce that with the addition of 3 new Block Captains, the Neighborhood Watch Team is now comp

Leslie Adams

Maureen Armijo

Celia Balfour

Bob Shaff, SMR Neighborhood Watch Chair
Neighborhood@smrhoa.com
520-981-0648

Volunteer Liaison
To volunteer for SMR Committee or Board work, contact me at
VOLUNTEER@SMRHOA.com.
Allen Hile, Chair Volunteer Liaison
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Database
Please submit any updates, changes, corrections and new information to:
database@smrhoa.com
Welcome to Sunrise Mountain Ridge!
Dusty and Kathleen Davison;
6840 E. Via Colorada
Email: cornila@aol.com; Cell: 310-930-3468; 310-930-3466

Advertising by Residents
Procedure: Ads must be limited to 50 words, text only, no pictures, include a phone number and/or email address, and be submitted by
the middle of the month preceding the newsletter publication date (the first of the month, except for a combined mid-summer issue on
July 15). The ad is good for one issue. If you want it repeated, you must submit another request. Ad copy should be sent to Alan
Frankle, Pubs@smrhoa.com.

Please check-out our Fall SNAP Snapshots:
https://snapsunrise.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/snapshots-september-2020.pdf
Sunrise Neighborhood Assistance Program
SNAP phone: 437-9556
http://www.sunrisesnap.org
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Please Support Our Advertisers
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Please Support our Advertisers
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SMR PHOTO GALLERY
For our website users we are starting a monthly Photo Gallery. Please send any interesting photos of fauna, flora, sunrises, sunsets or
any other photos of items that make SMR special. Please e-mail to pubs@smrhoa.com.

Backyard Visitor – Sandy Glasser

Tuesday Night Pickleball Spectator - Lisa Ball

2020 Monsoon Photos

?
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